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Operating Your Heating System

The heating unit in your room is a radiator.

The radiator is heated with water. The natural air flow in your room circulates
around the radiator to warm the room.

Clear your personal items from in front of the radiator. It is best to move
all furniture, clothing, books, and other items at least 12 inches away from
the radiator. This allows for proper air flow around the unit.

If your room is too cold, please check the area around the radiator to see if
there is anything blocking the air flow.
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Save Energy

Space heaters, and other appliances that produce heat, can signal to a temperature sensor or thermostat that your
space has reached its set temperature, keeping the heating system from cycling on to warm the room. Oberlin has
a policy restricting the use of space heaters in residential rooms, classrooms, and offices, unless they are provided
by the facilities team. In addition to the issue of temperature sensor interference, space heaters are a safety
concern and increase electricity demand.

The sun can help to heat your space. If you have windows that get direct sun, you can open your blinds during the
day to take advantage of solar heat gains. Remember to close blinds at night or on cold days to keep the cold

outside.
Reduce shower time to save water and energy. Energy is required to treat drinking water, heat water, and treat

wastewater.

Clear items from the area in front of the radiator




