
Jonah Kaplan-Woolner
News Editor

For two weeks now, an unset-
tling incident and its resulting 
controversy have been smoldering 
just beneath the surface at Oberlin. 
According to the Oberlin Police 
Department incident report, on 

Thursday, April 17, “Charlotte 
Donnelly was at Oberlin College 
to tour the campus and sit in on 
classes. Charlotte was supposed 
to stay the night at Harkness, but 
witnessed drinking and pot smok-
ing and called her mother to come 
and pick her up.” 

Donnelly, an 18-year-old 

Vermilion, OH resident, called 
her mother, Brideen Donnelly, 
who called the OPD, which in 
turn referred her to Safety and 
Security. 

According to Harkness 
Housing Loose Ends Coordinator 
and College sophomore Avery 
Harrison, Safety and Security 
obtained authorization from 
Dean of Students Linda Gates 
to conduct a raid on the room 
in Harkness where the incident 
occurred. The raid took place 
on Friday, April 18 and yielded 
“marijuana plants, several bongs 
and glass pipes, along with three 
bottles of alcohol,” as the Review 
reported in its April 25 Security 
Notebook.  

The Office of Admissions, the 
Campus Visits Office, the Dean 
of Students and the president of 
OSCA have all repeatedly refused 
to comment on the incident. 

The episode came at a par-
ticularly dicey time for Harkness. 

Are You Fearless?

NPR reporter 
Dan Bobko! 
came to Ober-
lin to "nd out.
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Caribou talks technique with the Review in prep-
aration for its Saturday night ’Sco show. 
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Bright Ideas: Students at Saturday’s Ecolympics closing 
ceremonies gathered around incandescent light bulbs 
collected throughout the competition in exchange for en-
ergy-e!cient CFLs.  Turn to page 3 for more. Ma’ayan Plaut

Re-Accreditation to 
Look at Student Spaces
Sam Jewler
Staff Writer

From April 28-30, a panel of five administrators and 
professors from higher education establishments around 
the country surveyed Oberlin College to judge whether 
it is worthy of receiving the quality-assuring stamp of 
re-accreditation from the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools for the third decade since 1988.

Though the panel’s follow-up report will not be final-
ized until the summer, Oberlin stands poised to receive 
praise for maintaining its high academic standards while 
improving its academic and community spaces and signif-
icantly narrowing its admissions requirements. However, 
concerns regarding the alleged inadequacies of the Student 
Union and many residence halls remain conspicuously 
unresolved from the last re-accreditation report in 1998. 

Obies Devise Petition to  
Create Hebrew Program
Piper Niehaus
Staff Writer

As Oberlin’s MENA Studies program takes off, 
students survey the existing Hebrew program and 
find it inadequate. “I ’m interested in studying Israeli 
literature because I ’m just really interested in study-
ing Israeli culture, and it’s kind of hard to do that 
without knowing the language.... There are a lot of 
reasons for wanting to learn Hebrew,” College first-
year Jennifer Furman explained.

In Week of Student Input, ORSL 
Director Hopefuls Visit Campus
Jackie Sojico
Staff Writer

So a Baptist, a Unitarian 
Universalist and a Presbyterian 
came to Oberlin College... While 
this may sound like the opening 
line of an off-color joke, it is, in 
fact, the search process for the new 
Director of the Office of Religious 
and Spiritual Life. 

Following the death of 
Protestant Chaplain Fred Lassen 
last winter, the position of direc-
tor was created to respond to the 
increasingly diverse number of faith 
traditions practiced by students, 
faculty and staff on campus.

Dean of Students Linda Gates 
organized the search committee for 
the position last April. The commit-
tee is chaired by Associate Professor 
of Religion David Kamitsuka. 

Members of the search com-
mittee were selected to represent 
a wide range of religious and spiri-
tual traditions. While the commit-
tee consists of student and faculty, 

none of the current chaplains of the 
ORSL were invited to participate 
in the search process. Dean Gates 
explained, “It would be unusual 
and inappropriate for members of 
an office to serve on the search 
committee for the director of that 
office.”

Previously, the ORSL was 
known as the Office of Chaplains 
and was comprised of a Protestant, 
Jewish and Catholic chaplain. The 
position of the Director of the 
ORSL is a new position. In the past, 
the Protestant chaplain was the 
only chaplain actually hired by the 
College. However, the administra-
tive position rotated among the 
three chaplains in order to foster 
an equal partnership within the 
office. Because of concerns about 
the administrator’s association 
with a specific religion affecting 
their duties, the position of the 
Director is now separate from the 
Protestant chaplaincy.

Search committee member and 
College senior Rebecca Levi said, “I 

think it represents an improvement 
because now there is no religious 
affiliation tied to the job descrip-
tion.” 

According to Jewish Campus 
Life Coordinator Miriam Ignatoff, 
none of the current chaplains in 
the ORSL were consulted during 
the candidate search process and 
only became aware of it after the 
three candidates had already been 
chosen. 

“Only the Interim Protestant 
Chaplain, who is a temporary 
appointment and, to my knowl-
edge, has not done college chap-
laincy work before, was consulted 
while the rest of us were excluded,” 
Ignatoff said.

Ignatoff is worried that the 
position of director will unbalance 
the partnership among chaplains 
in the office.  Ignatoff added, “Also, 
I and other local religious lead-
ers have expressed concerns that 
the new direction of the office is 

Hospitality at Harkness 
Brings Trouble to OSCA   

The Harkness Experience: Prospective students take a tour in front of 
Harkness co-op, which has felt the repercussions of streaking and drug 
culture in recent weeks. Chris Hamby

See Oberlin, page 3

See Search, page 6

See Obies, page 5

See Report, page 6
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Bowling Us Over
Moose Terry sits 
down with bowl-
ing team captain 
Avi Miner in In the 
Locker Room.
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CORRECTIONS

In last week’s issue, the arti-
cle “Local Papers Bought Out by 
Conglomerate” stated that “much of 
the equipment in Mt. Gilead is older 
than The Gazette’s” when in fact the 
opposite is true. Brown Publishing 
does not publish solely in Ohio as the 
article says, but also owns papers in 
many others.

The Review strives to print all 
information as accurately as pos-

sible.  Please e-mail  
managingeditor@oberlinreview.

org if you feel the Review has made 
an error.
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Fearless Campaign Brings NPR Reporter to Campus 
Caitlin Duke
News Editor

The seeds of controversy 
planted nearly two years ago 
when the College administration 
replaced its previous slogan, 
“Think one person can change 
the world? So do we,” with “We 
are Oberlin. Fearless” are still 
growing. Reporter Dan Bobkoff 
of WCPN, Cleveland’s NPR affili-
ate station, visited campus last 
Friday to learn what makes the 
new campaign so contentious.

“The reaction [to new mar-
keting] here was probably a 
little more vocal than in other 
schools,” Bobkoff said. His story 
on college advertising — with 
Oberlin as the centerpiece — 
aired nationally on All Things 
Considered yesterday, which was 
also the deadline for incoming 
first-years to pick which school 
they will attend in the fall. 

Given the homogenization 
of different colleges through the 
common application process 
and the population bulge of col-
lege-age students, Bobkoff said 
that there is now more pressure 
than ever for schools to stand 
out among competing institu-
tions. 

According to an April 24 
story featured on Time’s web-
site, “Getting Off the College 
Waitlist,” there are more high 
school graduates in the United 
States this year — almost 3.4 
million — than ever before. 

“I think there is a real trend 
that lots of colleges have to hire 
these marketing consultants to 
really brand themselves like cor-

porations do,” Bobkoff explained, 
referring to the 2005 hiring of 
college communications firm 
Edwards and Company, headed 
by Mark Edwards, to research 
and revamp Oberlin’s slogan. 

The process for creating 
the new slogan included focus 
groups with students, but many 
who attended them felt that the 

decision had already been made. 
“I think ‘Fearless’ was a 

well-intentioned attempt to 
market Oberlin that had a really 
bad process, in terms of totally 
bypassing student input until 
there was an outcry and they 
had to pretend to get our input,” 
said College sophomore Daniel 
Abramson. “And even then, it 

didn’t really affect the course of 
the project at all.”

College senior Benji 
Whatley, who was concerned 
that the College did not get 
sufficient student input about 
“Fearless,” made his own contri-
bution. Whatley took the ban-
ner bearing the infamous slogan 
from its spot above the entrance 
to Carnegie after he heard that 
Bobkoff was coming. “I just want 
student opinions to be heard 
and then valued,” Whatley said 
of the decision to create the new 
campaign.

Whatley said his actions 
were his own and were not coor-
dinated with Bobkoff ’s interview 
process. He further explained 
that he took the banner in an 
attempt at “making it available 
to the people who own it.”

The banner, cut up so stu-
dents could “arrange it like mag-
netic poetry,” was on display in 
front of the Mudd ramp while 
Bobkoff intercepted students at 
TGIF. Whatley saw the disman-
tled banner as “a political art 
piece that people were welcome 
to change and contribute to.”

Whatley insisted that he 
did not consider taking the ban-
ner thievery, saying, “Oberlin 
Admissions stole Oberlin from 
us when they hired a big corpo-
rate tool.” 

Bobkoff said that “This 
kind of reaction is…typical,” for 
a school where an Edwards and 
Company representative has 
been brought in to consult. “The 
school brings him in, he comes 
up with a campaign and all the 
students at the school don’t like 

it, but it starts to work for the 
prospective students, which is 
the point.”

Edwards was quoted in the 
NPR story, saying, “Current stu-
dents, obviously, are deeply loyal 
to the school they just attended, 
and are often not particularly 
persuaded by someone from 
the outside trying to describe 
the place they love and know 
so well.”

The fall 2006 issue of the 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine report-
ed that the new slogan, designed 
to grab students’ attention and 
stand out of the large pack, 
tested well with prospective stu-
dents. The students interviewed 
about “Fearless” said the cam-
paign piqued their attention.

College junior Melissa 
Wolfish, who became Bobkoff ’s 
Oberlin contact by way of a 
mutual friend, said that the new 
campaign did not truly describe 
Obies, but she was hard-pressed 
to come up with an alternative 
that hard-to-please students 
would accept: “If everything’s 
going right, we’ll complain 
about how we don’t deserve to 
be happy,” she said. 

College first-year Kriti 
Godey said that the new cam-
paign did contribute to her deci-
sion to come to Oberlin, “but 
now that I’m here, I don’t know. 
I love Oberlin a lot, but I don’t 
know if it can be summed up by 
‘fearless’ and I think the previous 
slogan was much better.” 

Abramson said that, for 
him, the controversy is over: “I’m 

Are we fearless?: WCPN reporter Dan Bobko! talked to College junior 
Melissa Wol"sh last Friday about the student reaction against the “Fear-
less” campaign.   Rachel Saudek

Peace Activists Come Together Across Generations
Jonah Kaplan-Woolner
News Editor

Oberlin College once thought that one 
person could change the world. While that 
memory may fade as new students come 
and go, a recent event at Kendal proved 
that students don’t have the monopoly on 
activism, and that a town-gown collabora-
tion can effect change.

Look around at the anti-war bumper 
stickers in the parking lot and the “Bring 
our troops home now!” banners displayed 
in the windows of Kendal, and it should 
come as no surprise that Community 
Peace Builders has been working for peace 
and justice for four-and-a-half years.

“I’ve been a peace activist all my life,” 
said resident Gerry McNabb.

Resident Dick Taylor was against the 
war before it was chic. World War II, that 
is — he got conscientious objector status 
and spent the war years working for the 
Forest Service and a mental hospital. 

On Tuesday, the CPB hosted a dinner 
and talk to honor the next generation of 
peace activists. Representatives of three 
College projects spoke on their efforts 
and how Kendal and CPB worked along-
side students in what CPB Coordinator 
Don Hulquist called “a remarkable col-
laboration.”

Immerse Yourself in Service, a stu-
dent activist group that sent 24 student 
volunteers to New Orleans this past spring 
break and has done similar trips in years 
past, was feeling the pinch of SFC budget 
regulations until Kendal residents con-
tributed $1,800 to make the trip possible. 

Also present at the event were mem-
bers of the Peace and Conflict Studies 
Development Group, who have been 
working for several semesters to insti-
tute a Peace and Conflict Studies con-
centration at Oberlin. With help from 
CPB members, they have outlined a core Act Locally: Kendal residents with a history of peace activism talked to Oberlin students, 

the next generation, at a dinner on Tuesday night. Chris Hamby

See Fearless, page 5

See Community, page 5



Peter Young is an animal rights activist 
and speaker from Mercer Island, WA. 
In 1998, he was indicted by a federal 
grand jury on charges of raiding mink 
farms in the Midwest and releasing 
the animals into the wild. Evading the 
law for seven years, he was arrested in 
California in 2005 and sentenced to two 
years in prison. Recently, he has been 
selling merchandise for vegan straight-
edge hardcore band Earth Crisis and 
speaking on animal rights and activism 
at colleges and universities across the 
country. The Review sat down to talk 
with him on Harkness’ lawn during his 
two-day visit to Oberlin. 

How do you qualify the US govern-
ment’s labeling of animal libera-
tionists as terrorists?

Imagine yourself in law enforcement, 
at an FBI satellite office or even on the 
local level. You have Washington, DC 
— the government, FBI headquarters 
— looking down on you saying, “What 
are you doing to fight the war on ter-
rorism?” At that point, you have to 
create a bogey-man. You don’t have 
the option of not having a terrorist 
at that point. If you’re looking around 
for a terrorist, the only people that are 
really carrying out illegal actions on a 
regular basis with selfless motives are 
the environmental and animal rights 
activists. 

Selflessly motivated crimes are 
entirely out of the paradigm of peo-
ple in law enforcement. They have 
to assign sinister motives to it. In 
my case, they charged me with extor-
tion. They were trying to say that we 
were releasing animals not to save the 
animals but to terrorize the fur farm-
ers, because they simply can’t process 
someone breaking down the wall with-

out anything being in it for himself.

How is economic and property 
harm different from harm against 
humans?

When you damage property [as a polit-
ical act], it’s an indirect way of saving 
lives — whether slashing the tires on 
a truck at a slaughterhouse in hopes 
that the slaughterhouse will not be 
able to function for at least one day or 
doing damage to the car of a vivisec-
tor to deter them from doing business 
with a company like Huntington Life 
Sciences. Property damage is distinct 
from harming human life. [It’s] actu-
ally quite the opposite. It’s motivated 
by love and compassion. 

There’s been a critique in anarchist 
circles of people seeking out atten-
tion from police as a badge of honor. 
Do you think that happens in the 
animal liberation movement, and 
what do you think of putting people 
who serve jail time on pedestals?

Any time you create a cult of per-
sonality around someone who, say, 
goes into a place where animals are 
being abused or takes them out, you’re 
doing a tremendous disservice to the 
issue. You build up a mystique and 
make it something untouchable for 
the average person. We really need to 
demystify this stuff. People need to 
understand that the individuals who 
carry out these things, they could be 
clergy, they could be anybody. Viewing 
this stuff through a Robin Hood frame 
is terribly destructive. 

As far as seeking out arrest, you 
don’t see that a whole lot anymore. 
Planning to get arrested on a civil dis-
obedience level is something that hap-

pened quite a bit when I was getting 
involved and I think the movement 
has moved on. 

What do you think about the main-
stream animal rights movement 
right now?

There’s been a tremendous shift 
towards giving attention to the plight 
of farmed animals. Literally 98 per-
cent of the animals killed right now 
are killed in slaughterhouses, factory 
farms, dairy farms and egg farms. My 
biggest critique when I was getting 
involved was asking why [the move-
ment] was giving our attention to 
peripheral issues. We weren’t prepared 
to really take on, full steam ahead, the 
bulk of the problem — animals killed 
for food. 

You also have really terrible things 
like what the Humane Society of the 
United States is doing right now — push-
ing for humane meat and giving humane 
certifications to non-vegan food. I think 
it’s absolutely disgraceful. I live in Santa 
Cruz and the headline on the front page 
of the free weekly about a month ago 
was, “Humane Meat: It’s Making Eating 
Animals Okay Again.” I think that cap-
tured so well the mistake that people 

are making with pushing towards giving 
animals bigger cages and more humane 
slaughtering methods.

What’s the best way to support incar-
cerated activists?

Prisoner support is a lot simpler than 
people realize. It is simply books, letters, a 
little bit of money to eat and visits. In the 
pre-trial phase, the hardest part is simply 
insuring that people have an adequate 
defense. I was fortunate that through 
donations alone we were able to hire a 
couple of attorneys to fight my case. It 
can quite literally mean the difference 
between no prison time and 20 years in 
prison. I really think one of the reasons to 
support prisoners is because people are 
not going to be willing to take risks and 
follow their hearts if they believe they’re 
going be abandoned if they get caught. 
It’s like asking someone to throw himself 
into the Colorado River without a life raft. 
Supporting prisoners can also be a really 
good outreach tool. I got a lot of letters 
from people who read about my case that 
said, “I read about what you did and the 
fact that you went to prison for this, the 
least I can do is be vegetarian or vegan.” 

Your words have inspired many 
Oberlin College animal rights activ-
ists. From where do you draw your 
strength?

I draw my strength from having looked a 
lot of animals in the eye that I could not 
save. My obligation is to them, to do what 
I can. I draw strength knowing I do have 
the ability to do something about it. I can’t 
save all of them but I can definitely do my 
part and inspire others to do their part. 

 Interview by Dea Goblirsch
 Photo courtesy of Evil Twin Booking

Off the !uff: Animal Liberator Peter Young
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Occurrences of Harkies streak-
ing during prospie tours lead-
ing up to Donnelly’s visit had 
ruffled feathers, according to 
OSCA Liaison to the College and 
College senior Dan Gessner. 

Little information on the 
streaking was available to the 
Review, but College President 
Marvin Krislov did say, “I did 
hear about it and there was a 
young child involved who was 
traumatized, apparently. People 
need to think about what they 
do.”

OSCA President and College 
senior John Matters would not 
go into specifics but said, “If 
tours are accosted and if people 
are very upset afterwards, then 
[College administrators] don’t 
feel like that is adding to the 
prospie experience.”

Currently, the policy of 
prospies staying overnight in 
Harkness is up in the air. OSCA 
and the College have been in dia-
logue since the incident occurred, 
and a source within OSCA who 
asked to remain anonymous told 
the Review that it has brought 
about a change. For at least three 
years, the policy has been that 
a prospective student will not 
be placed in any co-op unless 
she or he specifically requests it. 

The anonymous source told the 
Review that, for now, the policy 
is that Harkness is off-limits to 
prospie overnights, and all other 
co-ops will be taken on a case-
by-case basis. 

Harkness has accrued a 
status that stretches back over 
a decade as being a somewhat 
wild co-op. Comedian Greg 
Allen, OC ’85, gave a shout-out 
to “Harkness nightclub” during 
a recent performance he gave 
in the Cat in the Cream. Radio 
journalist Robert Krulwich, OC 
’69, also shared some of his fond 
Harkness memories during his 
convocation speech this semes-
ter. 

Maggie Wickenden, OC ’02, 
said that during her time as a 
student, naked Harkies were 
as common a sight as they are 
today. “I think Harkness has a 
reputation for being out there,” 
she said. “I know there were 
streakings, but I don’t think they 
were connected to prospective 
students.”

Wickenden said her fellow 
alum Adam Franklin-Lyons, OC 
’00, thought streaking was a 
fairly old tradition and that he 
had even been warned about it 
when he himself was touring as 
a prospie. However, in their day, 
no one thought “it was ever that 
big a deal.” 

Harrison said that his role 
as HLEC has afforded him insight 
into all sides of the controversy. 
“The College is looking at this 
going, ‘Why didn’t OSCA take 
preemptive steps to make this 
stop? Why did this get allowed 
to happen?’ OSCA, on the other 
hand, is saying, ‘Well, this [is] 
not something you allow to hap-
pen. This isn’t something you 
create a safe space to happen…. 
OSCA is supposed to be a safe 
space not for drugs and alcohol, 
but for people to be a part of a 
community.’”

Harrison speculated that it 
is not OSCA as a group but rath-
er certain individuals who feel 
that drugs and alcohol should 
be permitted in co-ops. He feels 
that the root cause of this crisis 
is “an ideology run amok…. This 
is the perpetuation of this idea 
that co-ops are totally indepen-
dent of the College and they 
don’t work with the College, and 
that’s just not true.” 

Harrison continued, “Now 
it’s unfortunate that these two 
incidents have brought that sen-
timent to light, and it’s meant 
kind of a clash between OSCA 
and the College.” Harrison saw 
the fallout of the streaking 
and raid as an opportunity for 
Harkness to “rally and under-
stand and self-evaluate.”

Oberlin Reconsiders Prospie Overnights
E!"#$%&'!( 
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Madeline Kaye
Staff Writer

Saturday marked the end of the first-ever Ecolympics, the 
campus-wide race toward environmental accountability and 
waste reduction known as the Ecolympics. The four-week event 
formally ended with performances by a series of campus bands 
and with speeches from the organizers of the event. 

Though the turnout was tempered by abnormally chilly 
weather, event organizers stayed positive: “This event was held to 
celebrate the good work people organizing the event have done,” 
said organizer and Associate Professor of Environmental Studies 
and Biology John Petersen. “Hopefully, we’ve raised campus aware-
ness, and we’re poised to have larger scale events in the future…. 
So yes, I think it went well.”    

Students attending the event also reflected positively on 
the experience. “I think the Ecolympics served as a really nice 
reminder of what is at stake,” said College sophomore Maggie 
Ainsworth. “It’s great to see people thinking about what and how 
we consume.”  

Though Talcott won the Dorm Energy Competition by reduc-
ing their per capita energy use by 21.4 percent, the overall winner 
of the Ecolympics, which featured community service trips, movie 
nights, a light bulb exchange and a host of other events, was South. 
South reduced its energy by 20.6 percent, saving 5,176 kilowatt-
hours. All dorms combined saved 11,909 kilowatts-hours, prevent-
ing many tons of CO2 from entering the atmosphere.

Continued from page 1
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David Edward Clark
Staff Writer

The Grape, known for its often-racy content, may have 
gone too far in a recent issue. An unidentified person filed a 
complaint regarding The Grape’s pornography review in its 
April 3 issue, which coincided with the start of All Roads Lead 
to Oberlin. The content in question was explicit photos of a 
Russian gymnast performing sexual intercourse. 

As a result, Dean of Students Linda Gates called in edi-
tors-in-chief Katie Disabato and Sean McKeown, both College 
seniors, to notify them of the complaint. “We talked about the 
content of The Grape and our selection process…. She notified 
us that a complaint had been made and that was about it. We 
had a conversation; it wasn’t a reprimand or an argument. The 
Grape is actually on really good terms with Linda Gates,” said 
Disabato.

Disabato and McKeown insist that this particular issue 
of The Grape was no more pornographic than many of their 
others. “We have often used screen caps from porn movies we 
review to illustrate the articles,” said Disabato. The only differ-
ence was this particular one inspired a complaint. 

Dean Gates could take no punitive measures, but she 
asked the staff to be more aware of its content. The Grape, like 
the Review and all student organizations, is funded through 
the Student Activity Fee, which is managed by the Student 
Finance Committee. SFC is completely separate from the 
administration, so administrative censorship is impossible. 

As a result of the pornographic content and complaint, 
Politics Professor Paul Dawson resigned from his temporary 
faculty advisor position, leaving The Grape without an advisor. 
He was filling in for Professor of Rhetoric and Composition Jan 
Cooper, who is currently on sabbatical and will return to The 
Grape next year.

Rest assured, this complaint will not change The Grape. 
“Our publishing philosophy is to allow for our writer’s indi-
vidual voices to shine through and to write what the student 
body wants to read, whatever that might be,” 
said Disabato.
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Piper Niehaus
Staff Writer

It’s finally warm in Oberlin and, to welcome the birds and 
bees back to campus, student groups brought a slew of sex-
related events to campus.  

The Sexual Information Center hosted workshops about 
queer sexual health, alternative menstrual products and sex 
toys, from last Thursday, April 24 to Sunday, April 26.

Their goal was to get away from some of the traditional 
sex-ed topics. “We’re not just trying to be like, ‘this is how 
you have safe sex’ and ‘this is how you get STIs,” said College 
sophomore Olimpia Lee, who led the alternative menstrual 
products workshop.

Students United for Reproductive Freedom and the 
Oberlin American Civil Liberty Union teamed up last Saturday 
afternoon to host “The State of Abortion: A Panel on the Future 
of Reproductive Rights after Gonzales v. Carhart (2007)” on 
Saturday afternoon. According to College senior Josh Curtis, 
an organizer and Oberlin ACLU co-chair, “The overall goal of 
the panel was to inform students about the implications of the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Gonzales v. Carhart, which held that 
the [2003 Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act] was constitutional.” 

The panel featured Case Western Reserve University 
Associate Professor of Law Rosalind Simson, Oberlin 
Politics Professor Ronald Kahn and National Abortion and 
Reproductive Rights Action League-Ohio board member 
Wendy Leatherberry.

Curtis explained that the decision the panelists discussed 
meant that “for the first time, the Supreme Court upheld a 
regulation on abortion that did not have an exemption for the 
health of the pregnant woman…. The case sets a precedent, 
which could be built upon to further restrict abortion rights.”

N#2 C%&&3*)"!+)%*$ VP 
News Editors

Former Admissions Communications Manager 
at MIT Ben Jones, OC ’96, was selected yesterday as 
Oberlin’s new VP of communications following Al 

Moran’s retirement earlier this year. 
A search committee of seven to eight peo-

ple, including a student senator and Chemistry 
Professor Al Matlin, recommended Jones for the 
position after candidates visited the campus April 
13, 15 and 17.

College senior and Student Senator Ian 
Hilburger, who was a member of the search commu-
nity, said of the candidate, “I ’m really excited about 
the new candidate. He’s bringing a lot of new ideas 
to Oberlin in regards to communications — both 
internal and external.”

M)*%/ C!/ A"")-#*+ T3/*$ 
H#!-$ %* W#-*#$-!4
Caitlin Duke
News Editor

Traffic was disrupted at the corner of W. Lorain 
and N. Professor Streets on Wednesday when a 
driver lost consciousness because of an undisclosed 
medical emergency and struck the car in front. 

According to the Oberlin Police Department, 
officers received the call at 2:20 p.m. and transport-
ed the driver, who had lost consciousness, home. No 
serious injuries were reported and the accident was 
cleared by 2:50 p.m.
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the news in brief

T13/$-!4, A'/)( 56+1 
 12:30 a.m. An anony-
mous caller reported a burnt 
odor on the first floor of Price 
Hall. Officers responded and 
located the room that was 
the source of the odor. Upon 
checking the room, a light 
smoke haze was observed in 
the bedroom along with a 
strong odor of burnt mari-
juana. The smoke detector 
was also observed to be hang-
ing from wires. Officers con-
fiscated an open can of beer 
and a small amount of a leafy 
green substance, which was 
turned over to the Oberlin 
Police Department.
 1:30 p.m. An officer on 
patrol observed a hot plate 
and tea kettle sitting on a 
table on a third floor landing. 
The items were transported 
to the Safety and Security 
Office and placed in the prop-
erty room.
 1:41 p.m. A student 

reported the theft of his 
bicycle from the bike rack 
at Barnard. The bike is a 
blue Cannondale and is 

registered with the City of 
Oberlin. The bike was locked 
at the time of theft.
 11:42 p.m. An anony-
mous caller reported students 
drinking alcoholic beverages 
in a classroom in Bibbins 
Hall. Several students, all of 
legal age, were observed with 
open beer bottles. Officers 
confiscated and disposed of 
the alcohol. 

F/)-!4, A'/)( 57+1 
 1:36 a.m. Officers were 
requested to assist with an 
intoxicated student on North 
Cedar Street. The student 
was transported to Allen 
Community Hospital for 
treatment.
 6:04 p.m. Officers and 
the Oberlin Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm at 
Bailey. The alarm was caused 
by smoke from cooking. Fans 
were turned on to clear the 
smoke. The alarm was reset.

S!+3/-!4, A'/)( 58+1 
 2:58 a.m. Officers on 
patrol found a purse in front 
of Wilder Hall on the side-
walk. Upon examining the 
contents of the purse, offi-
cers found a small container 
with a marijuana-like sub-
stance. The owner was con-
tacted regarding the recov-
ery of her purse. The sub-
stance was turned over to 
Oberlin Police.
 10:47 p.m.  Officers 
responded to a noise com-
plaint on Union Street. Upon 
arrival, a large, unauthor-
ized, “pay to enter” party 
was discovered. Attendees 
were identified and the party 
shut down.
 11:43 p.m. Officers and 
Oberlin Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm 
at Bailey. A pull station was 
found activated by the east 
exit door, for no apparent 
reason. The alarm was reset 
and is under investigation.

S3*-!4, A'/)( 59+1 
 7:11 p.m. Officers were 

requested to assist with an 
ill student at Saunders. The 
student complained of stom-
ach pains, which caused her 
to collapse. The student was 
transported by ambulance to 
Allen Community Hospital 
for treatment.
 8:39 p.m. Officers and 
Oberlin Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm at 
270 Goldsmith. Smoke from 
cooking activated the alarm. 
The area was cleared and the 
alarm reset.

M%*-!4, A'/)( 5:+1 
1:30 p.m. Staff at Wilder 

reported a teakwood chair, 
valued at $400, missing from 
the porch of Wilder Hall. The 
chair was first noticed miss-
ing Friday afternoon.  
 3:10 p.m. Staff reported 
vandalism in Burton Hall. 
Unknown person(s) wrote 
with black permanent mark-
er in three different loca-
tions. The incident is under 
investigation.
 3:15 p.m. Staff reported 
graffiti located in the first 

floor women’s restroom at 
Stevenson Hall. The words 
were written in black perma-
nent marker.

T3#$-!4, A'/)( 5;+1 
 12:17 p.m. An officer on 
patrol observed graffiti on 
six panels of the President’s 
bulletin board.  The graffiti 
consisted of stenciled hearts 
painted in black. A work 
order was filed for removal.
 2:44 p.m. Officers and 
Oberlin Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm 
at South Hall.  The cause 
was found to be from an 
overheated air handler. The 
detector was replaced and 
the alarm reset.

W#-*#$-!4, A'/)( <=+1
 2:16 a.m. Officers and 
the Oberlin Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm 
at Burton Hall.  The alarm 
activation was caused by a 
defective smoke detector. 
The detector was replaced 
and reset with no further 
problems.

Let’s Talk About Sex: SIC sta!ers Anjali Chaudry and Lynne 
Stewart helped lead a sex-related workshop. Gary Cohen



Page 5T!" O#"$%&' R"(&"), May 2, 2008 N!"#

Other students, from 
Jewish Studies to religion 
majors, also have reason to 
learn Hebrew, and many are 
disappointed that Oberlin only 
offers two semesters of intro-
ductory Hebrew, taught twice 
a week. For more advanced 
students, a private reading 
is the only option. Furman 
recently started a petition to 
beef up the Hebrew program.

 “The petition is to hire…
a [ full time] faculty member 
as opposed to part time, so 
that the introductory courses 
could be five times a week and 
so that we could have some 
intermediate and advanced 
classes for people who com-
plete the introductory cours-
es and want to continue,” she 
explained.

Furman is  current-

ly taking a private reading 
in Hebrew and completed 
Oberlin’s first semester intro-
ductory Hebrew course before 
doing an intensive program 
in Hebrew. She started the 
petition, she says, because, “I 
still need to learn grammar 
and conversation and stuff 
like that and it’s not really 
what the private study is for. 
And there are a lot of stu-
dents that I ’ve talked to that 
are having the same problem, 
where Hebrew 1 and 2 are 
easy for them, but the private 
study isn’t really what they’re 
looking for. They want more 
intensive language classes.”

“I think everyone knows 
that this type of language 
instruction is not consis-
tent with the ways that lan-
guages are taught effectively,” 
said Associate Professor of 
History and Jewish Studies 

Shulamit Magnus.  She 
stressed that students, fac-
ulty and administrators all 
agree that the Hebrew pro-
gram needs improvement. “I 
think it’s a matter of getting 
good positive support. There 
needs to be good meetings 
between the students and 
faculty. There’s no ill will ,” 
she said.

There have been efforts 
to improve the Hebrew pro-
gram at Oberlin before. The 
biggest obstacle, according 
to Magnus, is funding. “We 
need to find the right way to 
fund it. It’s been a festering 
problem. We’re all aware of 
it,” she said. “Frankly, I think 
that the right funder is there,” 
she continued. “The prob-
lem is finding that person 
and getting them on board. 
Oberlin is a wonderful place 
and people know it…and the 

Jewish Studies program is 
well regarded.”

Until some source of fund-
ing emerges, some students 
are paying for language classes 
outside Oberlin. “I’ve had to 
look to outside sources to keep 
studying Hebrew,” said Furman. 
“This summer, I’m going to go 
to Middlebury to study Hebrew 
for seven weeks. The reason 
why I think this is problematic 
is because these programs are 
really expensive. It just doesn’t 
make sense for students to have 
to pay more money on top of 
all the money they’re paying for 
tuition for something that we 
really should be getting here.” 

The Jewish Studies depart-
ment currently offers a $400 
award to a student who does 
intensive language study out-
side of Oberlin in any Judaic 
language, including Hebrew.

“For a Jewish Studies pro-

gram to not be able to offer 
Hebrew seriously is a seri-
ous issue,” said Magnus, who 
stressed, “I think Oberlin is 
rightfully proud of its Jewish 
Studies department…[but] it’s 
inconceivable for a program 
like this to realize its potential 
without a language program.”

 “Improving our Hebrew 
and Arabic program would 
be a great boon to the high 
number of students interest-
ed in pursuing research and/
or work in the Middle East,” 
said College junior David 
Gutherz, who has taken the 
private reading, in an e-mail 
to the Review. “Not to men-
tion the high percentage of 
Jews in Oberlin, for whom 
learning Hebrew in school 
would be a great portal to 
reconnecting with/critically 
evaluating their home/heri-
tage/faith/community.”

Obies Hope to Find Funding for Hebrew Courses

curriculum and have taken steps toward endowing a 
permanent PACS chair.

The evening wrapped up with a presentation 
by the Congressional Research Project, an ongoing 
assignment charged to Oberlin students and residents 
by Ohio Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur. The project 
began when CPB members suceeded in organizing 
an informal meeting with Kaptur in April of 2006 to 
talk about the US military’s use of torture. Kaptur was 
intrigued by what she heard but bemoaned her short-
age of time and staff to look into the issue further. She 
asked Oberlin students and residents to do the legwork. 
In the following fall, they presented her with a detailed 
report she was able to take back to the Armed Services 
Subcommittee and Budget Committee, her appointed 
House Committees. She then asked the group to come 
up with another report, and after that, another.

“We just like students,” CPB Secretary Connie 
Bimber said. “They bring the enthusiasm and energy, 
and we bring the experience.”

not offended by it the way some people are, but it’s 
just a little corny…. The original slogan was kind of 
corny also.”

Whatley said that the Fearless campaign 
“markets a dumbing-down of Oberlin, and I don’t 
think that’s happening.”

College first-year Susan Maday Travis, who 
visited Oberlin as a junior in high school, found 
the new slogan disturbing even as a prospie: 
“Many people perceive it as a way to bring in 
more mainstream people and a way to bring in 
more high-income people. As someone who’s not 
mainstream and not high-income, and identi-
fies with a lot of things the so-called ‘queer-less’ 
campaign doesn’t really agree with, I’m really 
troubled by it,” Travis said. 

Bobkoff wondered whether Obies were more 
fearless than they thought: “When I interviewed 
Mark Edwards, he said that he thinks these reac-
tions prove the point, that you are fearlessly going 
against all the marketing and everything and prov-
ing him right,” he said.

“The students don’t have spokespeople,” 
Whatley added, remarking that the administration 
has the same relationship with the student body as 
it did 40 years ago. “It’s the wrong approach to ask 
us to either step up or step back.” 

Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Debra 
Chermonte was unavailable for comment.

Fearless Slogan Faces 
Continued Contention

Community Members   
Teach Obies for Peace

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 2

Continued from page 2
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The authors of the 1998 re-
accreditation report referred to 
Wilder Hall as “the almost totally 
inadequate Student Union” and 
wrote that “with a student body 
of over 2,800, the need for com-
munal space is especially criti-
cal.” At Monday’s open panel dis-
cussion with a group of about 
ten students, team leader Mike 
Edmonds, the vice president 
for student life and dean of stu-
dents at Colorado College, asked, 
“About Wilder Hall: so students 
love that?” Several students 
erupted in laughter and College 
senior Colin Koffel said, “The 
administration misled you about 
that.”

The 2008 Institutional Self-
Study, conducted by a small 
team of Oberlin deans and other 
administrators, explains that 
though “college leaders consid-
ered including a new student 
center in the previous capital 
campaign, discussion with stu-
dents unearthed a surprising 
degree of affection for Wilder, 
whose informal, homey ambi-
ence appeals to many students. 
In any event, the urgent need 
for a new science center took 
priority.”

Thus, in 2002, Oberlin 

unveiled the strikingly modern 
$60 million Science Center, not 
only creating more advanced 
science facilities and a science 
library, but also establishing a 
commons area that serves as a 
hub for student study and activ-
ity. 

Last summer, the first floor 
of Mudd Library was converted 
from a lackluster storage space 
for reference materials and 
periodicals to an open, vibrant 
Commons Area with more com-
puters and a small coffee shop. 
According to the 2008 Self-Study, 
“library use has grown dramati-
cally” since the renovations.

Oberlin will begin construc-

tion on the planned $22 mil-
lion Litoff Building for Jazz and 
TIMARA Studies later in 2008. 
This new Conservatory build-
ing will also have an open social 
area.

Student affection is not 
the only obstacle that stands 
in the way of augmenting the 
Student Union. Associate Dean 
of the College and Self-Study 
Coordinator Lynne Bianchi said, 
“We’re building community in 
different places and we’re aware 
that something has to be done 
with the Student Union. I can’t 
give you a date or an actual plan 
for something to happen with 
it, but it’s definitely something 

that people know has to be 
addressed.”

When the re-accreditation 
team visited Oberlin in 1998, 
it reported that the College’s 
“upcoming $165 million capital 
campaign seems to be on track.” 
It named three major facili-
ties to be constructed with the 
funds: the Science Center, the 
Environmental Studies Building 
and “a new student center.”

The panel advised that 
“Oberlin should proceed with the 
plans to develop a new student 
center, devoting the same energy 
and enthusiasm to this building 
that went into the design of the 
new science facility.” Though the 
2000-2007 fundraising campaign 
surpassed its expected earnings 
by about $10 million, amassing a 
sum of $175.1 million, the admin-
istration has yet to develop con-
crete plans for a new student 
union building.

President Marvin Krislov 
confirmed that, even with 
finances tied up elsewhere, a 
new student union is indeed 
on the administration’s radar. 
However, while he is “open to the 
idea” of a new student center, 
he would oppose demolishing 
Wilder Hall, which served as a 
men’s dormitory for much of the 
early 20th century. “I like Wilder,” 
Krislov said. “I think it has some 
challenges. If there were a new 
student center, I don’t think it 
necessarily means that Wilder 
would be demolished. In fact, I 
doubt it.”

While enthusiastic about a 
new student center, the students 
at the re-accreditation forum 

hesitated to support sacrificing 
funds from academic growth for 
the new building, or toward any 
remodeling. College junior and 
Student Senator Ben Klebanoff 
pointed out, “The question is 
always, ‘Well, would you like a 
new dorm?’ And of course, every-
one’s going to say yes. But when 
you say, ‘Would you like a new 
dorm instead of a new professor; 
would you like a new dorm if 
the College costs more?’ I think 
you’re going to have a lot more 
questions about whether or not 
people actually want all that.”

The committee also noted 
that Oberlin’s admissions statis-
tics have improved dramatically 
since 1997, when the College and 
Conservatory together admitted 
62 percent of their 3,800 appli-
cants. In 2007, Oberlin accepted 
33.9 percent out of a record 5,748 
applicants.

In that same period, 
Oberlin’s endowment approxi-
mately doubled to reach a total 
of around $800 million by sum-
mer 2007. As the 2008 Self-Study 
boasts, though Oberlin has the 
13th largest endowment among 
liberal arts colleges, it still offers 
competitive financial aid packag-
es, ranking sixth in this respect.

Dean Bianchi brought the 
separate-but-intertwined self-
study and accreditation pro-
cesses back into perspective 
when she noted, “The focus 
is your education, that’s really 
what it’s all about. Facilities are 
certainly a part of that… but 
really the whole big point of this 
is, ‘Is this a good place for you 
to get an education?’”

What do you think?: College administrators held forums this week to 
get student input on re-accreditation.  Gary Cohen

Report Could Suggest Student Union Overhaul

now just emphasizing politics 
and the alleged commonalities 
between religious communities 
as opposed to actually creating 
a safe environment for different 
religious and spiritual expres-
sion.”

In the past, the Office of 
the Chaplains planned the 
Baccalaureate ceremony for 
seniors and helped student 
groups organize events marking 
important times in their religious 
calendar. While the position has 
been redesigned, Dean of Students 
Linda Gates does not anticipate 
that it will disrupt the functioning 
of the ORSL. “The expectation is 
that the director will continue to 
work closely with the chaplains 
and the rest of the ORSL staff 
and will be responsible for the 
administration and direction of 
the office,” she said.

The committee asked each 
candidate to answer three ques-
tions in their presentation: What 
did they envision for a vibrant 
ORSL? How did they see the rela-
tionship between the ORSL and 
the campus? How would they 
distinguish between proselytizing 
and passionate sharing of beliefs?

Levi said that the commit-
tee chose these questions because 

they spoke to issues that the com-
mittee considered important. 
“What the candidates answered 
told us a lot about their vision,” 
explained Levi. 

Following the candidates’ 
half-hour presentations last week, 
staff and faculty left to allow stu-
dents to talk freely with the can-
didates. Oberlin currently has 18 
different student groups related 
to religion or spirituality, from the 
Muslim Students Association to 
Oberlin Hillel. The number of dif-
ferent religious interests on cam-
pus is obviously important to stu-
dents. Students asked questions 
about pluralism and interfaith 
issues, especially relating to how 
the candidate would support stu-
dent groups with religious inter-
ests different from their own.

Students also raised concerns 
about how candidates would deal 
with hate crimes, and how they 
would counsel students who felt 
marginalized by their faith. They 
further inquired what the candi-
dates have learned from their own 
personal experience with their 
faith tradition. 

“We invited the candidates 
based on their enthusiasm for 
multi-partial dialogue. We’re 
incredibly excited for them to 
bring their experience to the cam-
pus,” Levi added. 

Search Continues for 
Office of Religious and 
Spiritual Life Director

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1



To the Editors:
On April 23, I voted along with my Senate 

colleagues to unanimously approve (32-0) 
Amended Substitute Senate Bill 221, the 
Energy, Jobs and Progress for Ohio Plan. This 
bill will help maintain stable, affordable util-
ity rates for consumers while investing in 
advanced and renewable energy to spur job 
growth in Ohio.

The commitment of Senate Democrats to 
transparency, accountability and bipartisan-
ship enabled us to pass this legislation in a 
responsive and responsible manner. This plan 
would invest in job creation throughout Ohio 
by advancing the development of renewable 
energy resources and improving energy effi-
ciency while stabilizing electric utility rates 
across the board. The Governor’s comprehen-
sive energy plan is a major step forward in 
providing consumer protections to electric 
utility oversight.

In the compromise version passed last 
week, the House accepted the Senate’s insis-
tence that the annual increases in renewable 
power be capped if rates increased more than 
three percent. It also prohibits energy com-
panies from continuing to charge customers 
“transition charges” for the switch to deregu-
lated markets, but still allows those compa-
nies to go to a market rate option.

Additionally, this plan will help to equip 
our state to compete in the growing alterna-
tive and renewable energy industries while 
protecting our environmental future. The bill 
requires utilities to begin producing a portion 
of their power with renewable or advanced 
technologies. By 2025, utilities must produce 
12.5 percent of their power from renewable 
and advanced technologies such as clean coal. 
Energy, Jobs and Progress enables renewable 

and advanced energy companies to come to 
Ohio and attract jobs, because they would see 
that Ohio utilities are investing in them.

Ultimately, this legislation impacts our 
electric bills and determines the rates we pay 
as consumers and business owners. We need 
stability in electricity rates, which this bill 
provides for, while using renewable sources. 
This bill is a critical step in a multi-tiered 
approach toward creating a more energy-effi-
cient Ohio.

Senate Democrats acted decisively on 
the energy bill in order to support Governor 
Strickland in the process of protecting util-
ity customers from rate shock. States that 
have abandoned regulated rates and gone 
to wholesale market rates have experienced 
immediate, sharp rate increases. By phasing 
in market utility rates over ten years, our 
Governor seeks to protect consumers from 
such a sudden upturn. Passing the energy pro-
posal in a thoughtful and expeditious man-
ner aids responsible implementation of the 
Governor’s proposal so that the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (PUCO) can develop and 
put in place retail rate rules with sufficient 
time to avoid rate shock for customers.

I am pleased that my legislative col-
leagues worked in a bipartisan, collabora-
tive fashion to pass a bill that invests in our 
economic and environmental future while 
providing consumers and businesses with rate 
stability. We in the Senate Democratic Caucus 
look forward to continuing to serve the people 
of Ohio through a commitment to responsive 
and responsible government.

–Sue Morano 
Domocratic Senator, Lorain

To the Editors:
Last week, The Oberlin Review featured an 

editorial criticizing the decision of OSCA and 
the College administration to suspend over-
night stays in Harkness for prospective students. 
As tour guides, students and employees of the 
college, we felt this editorial needed a proper 
response.

The important thing to note is that there 
are two separate events that have occurred with 
Harkness in the last few weeks:

1) The streaking of a tour
2) A specific host issue
We will address these issues as separate 

issues because they merit individual responses. 

As tour guides, we do not want to have to bypass 
Harkness on our tours. Harkness is an ideal place 
to talk about the Co-op system and walking by 
Harkness is the most time-efficient tour route. 
However, the actions taken by specific members 
of the Harkness Co-op in organizing the pre-
meditated streaking of a tour group leaves us no 
choice.

The choice to streak a tour is a sign of 
blatant disrespect for tour guides. In addition, 
the display of a fully nude body is a violation of 
the College’s sexual consent policy. As Oberlin 
students who have attended the institution for 

Democratic Senator Morano 
Approves Energy Bill for Ohio

Streaking Campus Tours Break 
Up Co-op Idea of Community

See Students, page 11
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Last year’s State of the News Media, completed by the Project for 
Excellence in Journalism, questioned how the integrity of this 3eld could 
be maintained with the widespread move to the Internet. 4is year’s 
forum continued the discussion, concluding that the focus of news media 
has startlingly narrowed, with diminished reporting on a limited range 
of topics. 

We have entered an age of prevailing sensationalism in the media 
— the capitalist’s paved path. Many wonder if the Kovach and Rosenstiel 
mantras of journalism’s obligation to the Truth and keeping news 
comprehensive and in proportion will survive. Stories and headlines are 
purely crafted to draw attention, rather than tell the story, both on televi-
sion, the Internet and in print. Cable stations, such as CNN, continue 
to pop up, drawing viewers away from network stations, perpetuating 
a 3erce competition for ratings, resulting in a loss of attentiveness to 
content. On the Internet, bloggers and reporters alike are looking to cull 
more hits to their sites. 

As print journalists, we recognize a parallel disintegration of respect-
able front page content in major newspapers. According to the State of 
the News Media report, the war in Iraq and the presidential campaign 
monopolize over a quarter of news reporting, whereas domestic issues 
are sequestered to less than one percent of all reporting. 4e media’s pre-
sentation of the upcoming presidential race has been upsetting — if not 
out right appalling — unnecessarily highlighting Hillary Clinton’s tearful 
eyes, Barack Obama’s bowling scores and  John McCain’s anonymously 
reported sexual history. 4ere is excessive focus on spineless celebrities 
and not enough on the larger issues, like our nation’s dire education 
system. Hard news reporting is falling by the wayside, but the business 
5ame is burning.

Online journalism has yet to prove itself pro3table, but more and 
more people are sur3ng the net for their news. Meanwhile, print budgets 
are being slashed and funds are decreasing as fewer marketers dare to 
advertise in print. 4e most esteemed newsrooms have su6ered setbacks 
with employee cuts across the nation, a6ecting television and print jour-
nalism alike. Bureaus around the globe are closing because their operat-
ing costs are just too high. Local papers su6er even more — they are lucky 
if they have even one reporter in every town. With less writers hitting the 
ground, there are not as many eyes and ears searching for stories, and 
important details are muddled through hearsay. 

Printing, too, has felt this crunch as facilities condense, forcing multi-
ple newspapers to share printing presses. Lorain’s Morning Journal closed 
their presses just last year to cut costs.  4e local Oberlin News-Tribune, 
which used to print its papers at the Bellevue Gazette — along with the 
Review, Grape and In Solidarity — now prints in Mt. Gilead, at one of the 
multitude of printing sites owned by Brown Publishing Company. 4e 
resulting bureaucratic structure of these mergers and consolidations has 
hit home as even the Review is forced to meet earlier deadlines. While the 
Review is still managed independently of the other papers under Brown, 
many other papers are 3nding themselves constrained by the CEOs of 
news corporations that own their publications. And those at the top are 
more concerned with 3nances than creative and accurate content. 

What all this means for the state of journalism remains unclear, but 
unclear in the worst possible way. Pop icons continue to glisten the front 
page, while attention to other disasters loses steam in the middle pages. 
When newspapers become focused on what sells, they lose sight of their 
original purpose: to inform the public with relevant and factual informa-
tion, and to encourage people to be aware and to ask questions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Review appreciates and welcomes letters to the editor and column submissions. All submissions must be received 
by Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. at commentary@oberlinreview.org or Wilder Box 90 for inclusion in the following Friday’s 
Review. Letters must include signatures and phone numbers of their authors for verification and may not exceed 600 
words, except with the consent of the editorial board.  Electronic submissions from non “oberlin.edu” addresses must 
include the author’s correct name and phone number. All electronically submitted letters from multiple writers should 
be carbon-copied to all signers to confirm authorship.

The Review reserves the right to edit letters for content, space, spelling, grammar and libel. The Review will not print 
advertisements on its Commentary pages. The Review defines the following as advertisements: 1) any announcement 
of products or services for sale, 2) any announcement of a meeting or gathering. All letters are printed at the discretion 
of the editorial board.

Opinions expressed in letters, columns, essays, cartoons or other Commentary pieces do not necessarily reflect those 
of the staff of the Review.

Journalism in a 
Sorr y State



heather.hoffman@oberlin.edu. 3 p.m. Meet in Wilder Hall. $3 per person.

Quidditch Match

LARPing may have competition for the most imaginative “live-action” pass-

time at Oberlin. The newly formed Oberlin Quidditch Club team will be holding 

a Slytherin v. Gryffindor quidditch match to introduce the muggle version of the 

game that will become an intramural staple here next year. Come play or just 

cheer on your dorkier friends and enjoy refreshments. People of all skill levels are 

welcome to play and there will be an informal information session at 1:30 p.m. for 

those who are unfamiliar with the rules. 2:30 p.m. Wilder Bowl. FREE.

Page 9Page 8

Religious Intolerance, 
C02 Problems and 
Obesity Live On

Quote of the week:

Benji Whatley on the theft of a ‘We are Oberlin. Fearless’ sign.
! See Fearless Campaign, page 2

Oberlin Admissions stole Oberlin 

from us when they hired a big 

corporate tool.

Friday, May 2
Misterioso: Life and Times 
of Thelonious Monk

Put to rest any misconceptions about Thelonious Monk with this 

multi-media attack on the myths surrounding his mysterious life and 

times. The complexities of Monk’s musical genius won’t be lost in the 

essence of this piece, which combines selected works of Monk with cho-

reographed dance and soundscapes of interviews with the artist’s friends, 

admirers and fellow jazz musicians, and surrounds the whole perfor-

mance with interpretive art installations on the periphery of the stage and 

in the lobby of Hall Auditorium. Directed and choreographed by African 

American Studies Artist-in-Residence, Adenike Sharpley, the show’s mu-

sic and dance pieces will be performed by Oberlin students and alumni. 

Tickets can be purchased at CTS. 8 p.m. Hall Auditorium. Students: $4; 

OC Staff, Alumni, Relatives, Seniors: $6; Public: $8. $3 more at the door.

Folk Fest ’08!
Folk Music Advisory: There will be live music by students and guest 

headlining bands around campus (indoors due to “the threat of inclem-

ent weather”) tonight, and again tomorrow from noon ’til 9:30 p.m. 

There may also be contra-dancing. Tonight’s headliners, SoulProprietors 

and Small Potatoes, go on at 7:20 and 8 p.m., respectively. Tomorrow’s 

headliners start at 6 p.m. and include Anais Mitchell, Odetta and Railroad 

Earth. Student acts are folky to varying degrees, ranging from the Ober-

lin Gamelan Ensemble to acoustic boy wonder Lionel O. See the Oberlin 

Online website for a full schedule. Tonight 6 to 9:30 p.m. and tomorrow 

12 to 5:30 p.m. Cat in the Cream; Saturday 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Finney 

Chapel. FREE.

OCircus! Spring Show

Anyone who’s been to TGIF will agree that there are two types of 

Obies: acrobatic and non-acrobatic. It seems just about anyone with an 

acrobatic inclination of any kind in the College, Conservatory or town 

of Oberlin will be performing in the spring OCircus! show: there will be 

over 100 performers juggling, hula hooping, glow sticking, climbing on 

aerial silks, tumbling, clowning and drumming for your amusement. The 

show will feature an original live score by student composers. There will 

be another show Saturday at 4 p.m. and Sunday at 7 p.m. 7 p.m. Philips 

Gymnasium. FREE.

Saturday, May 3
The Big Parade

March on over to College Street to see the floats students and com-

munity members have been hard at work on this year just to bring some 

processional fun into your life. Or just make a spectacle of yourself and 

march in the parade, which anyone can do if they just show up at Eastwood 

Elementary (East College Street) at 10 a.m. After the parade, stick around 

in Tappan Square for free food and fun throughout the day. 11 a.m. From 

East College Street to Tappan Square. FREE.

              This Week  in :               PROCRASTINATION

To

Burst 

Your 

Bubble

    This week in the OUTSIDE WORLD...

Sunday, May 4
First Book Treasure Hunt 

Remember your first book? OK, well, remember books in general? 

Give the gift of reading to a low-income kid in the community by participat-

ing in this team treasure hunt fundraiser. The winning team of this campus-

wide treasure hunt gets a free dinner at the Feve — well worth the cost of 

admission. Snacks at the starting point. Sign up Thursday or Friday on the 

Wilder front steps between 3:30 and 5 p.m., or contact Heather Hoffman at 

PHOTO of the week
We’re not the only ones drawn to those beautiful buds springing up around Oberlin. Bees (who produce most of their own suste-
nance) !nd these babies irresistible.

“I Made My Own 
Parachute”
Submitted by Roger Handy

 A Note from the Editor: Recently, walk-
ing down the path to Mudd, the default destination 
for unimaginative Obies like myself, I was greeted by 
“Roger Handy.” “Guess what? I made a parachute!” he 
exclaimed. 
 And lo and behold, he carried a tarp with a rope 
strung through it, attached to a garbage can basket, in 
which sat a pillow where he assured me a camera would 
sit for the great descent. Yes, this is a man who, with 
finals around the corner, thought to make a parachute.  
Later that day, I saw it tangled in a tree, but the failure of 

the parachute is moot. The point is that his insights on 
procrastination can be inspirational to us all. So, I enlisted 
him to share them with us.
 Now, Handy himself decided to take a rather flip-
pant tone in his following ode to procrastination, but rest 
assured that the banana rack, the parachute, the hamster 
he offhandedly mentions,  have all indeed been objects 
of his procrastination in his rather non-academically pro-
ductive time at this institution. Boy’s made a lot of stuff 
(hamster sold separately).
 And if I’ve learned anything from watching Mr. 
Handy, it’s that varying degrees of success — a dead 
hamster or crashed parachute,  or injury due to falling 
out of a homemade hammock once in a while — is noth-
ing to be ashamed of.  Furthermore, and this is perhaps 
most important, every project is not just a project, but an 
excursion as well. After all, what’s a parachute without a 

trip to find the best place to drop it? What’s a kloddony 
plate without a trip to where a friend thought he saw 
a set of speakers abandoned on the side of the road? 
What’s a banana rack without... well, you get the idea. 
Now, I give Roger Handy himself, waxing procrastina-
tional:
 
 I’d rather take the crippling depression, the hours 
spent numbly staring into fluorescence, the awful dark 
feeling that you only realize you had after winter is fin-
ished. Because doing homework during nice weather is 
just cruel. It’s awful and shitty and makes you want to 
freak out. You want to climb on top of your carrel and 
stare deep into the eyes of those around you, wonder-
ing if they are thinking the same thing — and if they are, 
then everyone should just be making out with everyone. 
Because that is what spring is for. Not essays. Essays are 

for February. 
 Procrastination is a stupid term. “Oh, I’m procrasti-
nating.” No. You’re just waiting until you feel like doing 
something, and though that sounds mighty hedonistic, 
sometimes it’s a good thing. Sometimes you need to 
focus that time when you don’t do the things you’re sup-
posed on things you want to… so you can eventually get 
to those things you have to.
 Which brings us to projects. Projects are great! 
Parents love projects because they don’t have to think 
about all that shit they need to do, like working and mak-
ing babies and stuff. So decks are made, walls are painted 
and banana racks are totally purchased.
 On campus, projects are essential to a finals period. 
A project is a welcome respite, something that can be 
picked up and toyed with at any time. Something that 
doesn’t have a deadline or direction.

 The best projects are the dangerous ones. A home-
made parachute is a great idea because it takes balls 
and is relatively easy. Tarp plus rope plus hands equals 
fun. Just try it from a small height and get progressively 
ballsier. The higher you can do it from, the cooler you are! 
Two broken legs equals one badass cowboy (that’s what 
horses are for).
 Another project is rocketry. Buying a rocket kit 
might seem like cheating, but its not. Assemble the 
damn thing, put the engine (glorified firecracker) in the 
bottom and strap Sparky, your hamster, to the top. After 
his parachute (great invention, right?) returns him safely 
to earth, you can feed him carrots and ask what it was 
like. If he doesn’t survive the flight though… you’re no 
better than the Russians.
 But the best ideas are the ones you come up with 
yourself! Go for it.

Karin Drucker
Staff Writer

Jenny Craig, Eat Your Heart Out (But Not 

In Prison)
Today, Jeffery Gamso, the legal director of ACLU Ohio 

and defense attorney for two current high-profile cases on 

lethal injection, gave a rousing and enlightening lecture about 

capital punishment in the US. If you missed it, I’m sorry that 

this column won’t recapitulate. Instead, for your reading plea-

sure (er, fascination maybe?), I want to turn your attention to 

a more bizarre complaint about our penal system. 

On the 28th, a 308 pound detainee who is awaiting a mur-

der trial in Arkansas filed a complaint that he isn’t being fed 

enough. According to his brief, he has lost 100 pounds since 

he was jailed in September and what with the sedentary life-

style of the prison pod, that just ain’t right. Our media fasci-

nates me. Is this not the most fascinating weight-loss story in 

recent times? People magazine, Women’s Health, stop trying 

to make the average American woman feel bad about herself 

with endless weight loss tips and get on this story. I guess my 

long-held passion for penal reform was misguided — what 

our obese nation really needs is the panacea of jail.  

Carbon Carbon Again Again
This week, the Journal of Nature Geosciences published 

some bad news for all those deniers of global warming on 

the right. Unfortunately, it’s also bad news for the planet. 

On April 28th, the BBC reported that this study revealed a 

complex geological mechanism that has controlled CO2 emis-

sions since Earth was a wee babe is still smoking with fre-

quent volcanic eruptions. Basically, the primary process is 

for carbon expelled from the volcanoes to cause weathering 

of mountains. The sediment should then settle into the oceans 

and keep carbon in its proper place on the ocean floor. But 

we have been producing way too much carbon for this “natu-

ral carbon thermometer” to keep us at a comfy temperature. 

In just two centuries, scientists claim, we have shot off the 

atmospheric charts with regard to the carbon composition of 

the atmosphere. You’ve all heard this before (thanks, Al Gore 

and Leo DiCaprio), but the new report emphasizes the long-

term trends in CO2, rather than its peaks and troughs. What it 

shows is definitive evidence that rock weathering cannot keep 

up with carbon emissions from human activity. I mean, is my 

Ford Explorer really like Mt. Vesuvius? It looks like it. 

Muslim School a Microcosm of Prejudice  

Unfortunately, since 9/11 anti-Muslim sentiment has not 

faded from the U.S. consciousness and, this week, it reared 

its ugly head in Brooklyn. In fall 2007, there was a hopeful 

moment for Muslim Americans: Khalil Gibran International 

High School opened in Brooklyn, NY, making it the first pub-

lic high school with a focus on Arab culture in the US. As 

the New York Times reported on Monday, April 28th, only 

1/5 of the student body was Arab-American, though, and stu-

dents have been making the school a virtual war-zone since it 

opened. There have been multiple incidents of students bring-

ing weapons to school and taunting Arab-American teachers, 

calling them “terrorists.” The principal of the school, Deb-

bie Almontaser, who is a Muslim activist with close ties to 

Chrsitian and Jewish groups in New York, has experienced 

slander from Internet, radio and print outlets in New York 

— what she calls a campaign to portray her as a proselytizing 

and militant “jihadist.” Injury follows the insult of mouthy 

parent coalitions. This week, the NY mayor’s office has asked 

Almontaser to resign.

Carnival For Cans
 

Altruism may be its own reward, but this canned food drive throws in 

a carnival and raffle, too. The cans as well as the proceeds from the carnival 

will support the local soup kitchen. Bring cans to be entered into a raffle for 

great prizes and cash to make the carnival fundraiser a success. Sponsored 

by OhioPIRG’s Hunger and Homelessness Campaign, this will also be an 

educational event. 12 to 4 p.m. Wilder Bowl. Price: Cans.

Tuesday, May 6
Green Drinks

If you were hoping for green beer, you’ll have to wait ’til next 

St. Patrick’s Day, but the people at this party will be green. Green 

Drinks is a monthly informal meet-up of people involved in the envi-

ronmental field in some way to have a beer, discuss issues and make 

connections. Many Green Drinks sessions take place each month 

around the world and all you have to do get introduced to everyone 

at this one is ask, “Are you green?” Free pizza and root beer. 8 p.m. 

The ’Sco. FREE.

Wednesday, May 7
Oberlin Youth Job Fair 

School’s out for summer!!! Well, it’s time to get a job. If you go 

to this fair, you may not have to worry about being broke once sum-

mer rolls around. Oberlin community teens, ages 15 and above, and 

Oberlin business people and residents who need a helping hand this 

summer, shouldn’t miss this chance to connect. This is also a chance 

to get hired for internships and volunteer opportunities. 3 to 6 p.m. 

Oberlin High School gym. FREE.

Thursday, May 8
I’m Not There: A Bob Dylan 
Film Screening

How many roads must a woman walk down before you call her 

a woman? How many seas must the wide black duck sail before she 

sleeps in the sand?... How many times can some African people exist 

before they’re allowed to be free? Yes and how many times must an 

Asian American lesbian look up before she can see the sky? What 

makes someone an icon anyway? The answer is blowin’ in the wind, 

but this movie attempts to figure it out as it takes a look not only at 

Bob Dylan at different stages in his life, but as different sexes and 

races as well. Appropriately, Dylan is played by seven different ac-

tors. 7:30 p.m. Wilder Hall, 101. FREE.

Gary Cohen



The criminal justice system of the United States is an abomination. We have the highest rate of incarceration in the world, we expend untold resources on locking up 
non-violent drug offenders and our “justice” system is permeated by racial bias. The increasing instances of taser abuse by police and the pervasive sexual assault in U.S. 
prisons are only more manifestations of the ongoing trend. No doubt these facts are disturbing, but what really throws me for a loop isn’t that our criminal justice system is 
becoming characterized by sadistic abuses of power—it’s that mostly, we just find it funny.

The misuse of tasers is one of the underreported sea changes in the way the American police system operates. While a few of these stories have received special attention, 
it is important to understand that hundreds of Americans have been killed by the supposedly non-lethal weapons and that, as is common in our criminal justice system, the 
officers with tasers disproportionately target minorities and young people. In November 2006, Mostafa Tabatabainejad, an unarmed Iranian-American UCLA student, was 
tasered multiple times in his school library while already handcuffed and on the floor. Blake Dupree, a young man who was likely under the influence of drugs or mentally ill, 
is paralyzed from the waist down after the stun from an officer’s taser caused him to fall from the bunk of his locked jail cell. The taser, which was supposed to be a replace-
ment for guns and the use of deadly force, has now become a tool of coercion and punishment by poorly trained or downright sadistic police officers. 

In light of all this, I will admit to being a little shocked to see a character tasered for comic effect in an episode of Weeds last season. Tasers are now commonly applied to 
hapless comic actors in children’s movies. The phrase “don’t tase me, bro” has entered our cultural lexicon as a joke. Yet the University of Florida student who shouted it was 
peacefully (if belligerently) questioning U.S. Senator John Kerry and was fired upon with a taser after officers had already forced him to the ground. While many advocates of 
social justice have attempted to bring attention to the issue, we, as a culture, have dropped the ball. A 2007 article in the Arizona Republic reported on the success of “Taser 
Parties,” a Tupperware-style sales scheme in which women organize house parties to sell tasers to each other and enlist new salespeople. The weapons can be purchased for 
$350 in pink, blue, black or silver.

Tasers aren’t the only such abuse that we’ve sanitized and humorized. Our nation convulses in collective giggles (don’t drop the soap!) every time we are faced with 
the pervasive and institutionalized sexual assault against those who populate our prisons. The crusade to dehumanize and vilify “sexual predators” seems to have somehow 
bypassed the fact that the US government condones the act of rape and has made it a fact of life for innumerable American prisoners. You know, because prison rape is dif-
ferent. It’s really funny!

I have faith that these problems can be solved by changes in law, policy and leadership. The question is, who will take the risk to change them when the abuses elicit 
giggles and guffaws instead of outrage and action?

by Sam LewisTRUE Blue

I have a lady friend who is more invested in this rela-
tionship that we have than I am. Is it leading her on if I 
am only experimenting?

–Questioning Queeritude

I am going to make the broad assumption that 
you are a female-identified, female-bodied person 
yourself, just to keep things relatively straight- (haha-
haha) forward for myself. If, dear questioneer, this is 
incorrect, just insert your correct sex/gender identity 
in for the one I presumed. I mean, you could be a gay 
man or any gay/straight combination of trans-person, 
but I am going to go with the statistic here, ladies 
and gentlemen and those unidentified others, and at 
Oberlin the straight people turn gay(ish) more often 
than not.

Especially the ladies. We have more lesbians until 
graduation (LUGs) and bi-sexuals until graduation 
(BUGs) per capita than any other co-ed institution 
in the United States. Oberlin College is an entity for 
experimenting. There is an experimenting require-

ment in place that every student has to fulfill before 
graduating, for godsakes. We were built for this.

Actually, we were built for God, but whatever.
Moving on. What we’re doing here today is talking 

about communication, as per usual. But what we’ve 
got is a tricky timing issue. The basic answer to the 
question is simple: tell her you’re experimenting/not 
sure/not serious, then bing, bang, boom, you’re done 
early enough to watch Conan. Perfect.

Oh, wait, wait, wait…when do you tell her this? 
Is it when you first hook up and you’re mad drunk, 
inhibitions flailing and finally willing to try this thing 
you’ve heard so much about? I mean, I guess, if you 
think of it in between the time you’re stumbling to a 
dorm you’ve never been to before and getting into bed, 
then go for it. I feel as though it’ll mean more when 
you’re more sober, but whatever gets you through is 
fine with me, just as long as it’s said.

For this, I really think the earlier, the better, 
though. Let me clarify. Don’t go up to every person 
who could potentially hook-up with you at the ’Sco 

and shout in their ear that you are experimenting. 
That could either infinitely postpone the process or 
accelerate it dramatically, depending on who you 
tell. But I believe in things happening when they’re 
supposed to happen, so just sort of go with the flow, 
I guess.

Now, you don’t have to say anything about the 
experimenting thing if this girl you just made out/had 
sex with is totally into the one-night stand. Then you 
just have to go on your way and not worry about it. 
But, if it happens more than once, which seems to be 
the case, you have to tell her you will probably not be 
in it for the long haul and could pull out at any time if 
that light bulb of sexual identity recognition turns on.

So, basically, if you haven’t told this girl that 
you’re simply experimenting, then, yes, you are lead-
ing her on, you naughty, naughty girl. But, if you have 
talked about it, there’s not really a lot more that you 
can do besides continuously telling her what’s going 
on with you and your sexuality. Don’t leave her in the 
dark, and you’re doing the best you can. It is her “fault” 
if she gets too attached. 

Well, that’s the end of another column that 
focuses on communication. Huh? You’d think people 
get it by now? I kid. Please don’t get it. I still want to 
write this column. I really want to be glad we had this 
talk. So, let’s keep talking.

Want advice? E-mail Julia.Chauvin@oberlin.edu.

Glad We Had This Talk

A Column by Julia Chauvin

Luke Squire
Associate Liaison of Student Senate

My name is Luke Squire and I 
am the Associate Liaison for Student 
Senate.  For this Senate editorial, I 
am going to focus on two important 
things the Senate is working on and 
for which student body collaboration 
is essential.

The Student Senate is currently 
running its Spring Student Referendum. 
Although the year is almost over, vot-
ing in this referendum is essential for 
Senate to continue its efforts to be an 
effective advocate for the student body.  
Issues on the referendum that are of 
significant importance are: satisfac-
tion ratings for the College administra-
tion and student government bodies; 
a question on fair-trade expansion for 
dining; questions on college parking 
and parking lot expansions; and Senate 
constitutionality questions.  Voting in 

the referendum is vital for Senate to 
know which issues are important to the 
student body and where it should focus 
its attention. Concerns about certain 
departments at Oberlin, from housing 
concerns to advising quarrels, can be 
voiced and will be heard by Senate.  
Senate is serious in its effort to repre-
sent the values and issues of Oberlin 
students; this is your chance to tell us 
what those are.  Please take the time to 
vote; it only takes a few minutes.

Additionally, Senate is proud of 
the creation of a new Green Fund that 
is funded and led entirely by students, 
as approved overwhelmingly by stu-
dent vote in the referendum Senate 
had last semester. This fund, which 
will be at the cost of a waivable $20 fee 
per student per semester, will go solely 
toward funding student-driven envi-
ronmentally friendly projects. Starting 
in the fall of 2008, students will have the 
opportunity to write proposals for their 

green projects. These proposals will be 
reviewed and ultimately approved by 
Student Senate, but the Oberlin com-
munity will have the opportunity to 
evaluate and critique the plans. It is 
our hope that the Green Fund will 
enhance the ability for students to par-
ticipate in Oberlin College’s commit-
ment to climate neutrality on a greater 
stage than ever before. 

What makes the Green Fund unique 
from the Green Edge Fund is that it is 
entirely under the purview of students. 
This is an exciting opportunity for the 
students of Oberlin to demonstrate 
their shared investment in a green 
future on a format that reflects our 
independent and progressive think-
ing. On a campus of such innovative 
thinkers, I am eager to see what kind 
of projects will blossom from the Green 
Fund’s support. 

Keep an eye out for our upcoming 
referendum during the next week and 

for more information on the Green 
Fund come the beginning of the semes-
ter next year. Senate is dedicated to the 
student body, so please do not hesitate 
to contact us with questions or com-
ments at Student.Senate@oberlin.edu 
or come to our weekly plenary meet-
ings on Sunday nights at 7 in Wilder 
222. 

Lastly, Senate is hosting our 
monthly “Coffee with Krislov” event 
on Monday, May 5th at 10 p.m. in 
Azariah’s Café. President Krislov will 
be there to spend time with students 
and hear what you have to say. Of 
course, free coffee and snacks will be 
available.

Don’t forget that committee posi-
tions are open for tons of College com-
mittees for next year. Getting involved 
is easy and fun. Take a look on our 
website at www.oberlin.edu/stuorg/
senate or e-mail us. 
        Best of luck on your finals. 
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To the Editors:

I wish to remind students of 
the seriousness and consequences 
of illegally sharing copyrighted 
music, videos, software and other 
media on the Internet. Regardless 
of how you might feel about this 
issue, it’s imperative that you NOT 
use the network for illegal sharing 
activity. It is wrong. Furthermore, 
it can result in large financial pen-
alties. In particular, the Recording 
Industry Association of America 
has recently ramped up their 
monitoring activity, resulting in 
a significant increase in violation 
notices and litigation. At Oberlin, 
we have seen a recent increase in 
the number of reported violations. 
I have also been informed that 
another well-known private col-
lege in Ohio has recently received 
16 pre-litigation letters from the 
RIAA, resulting in eight out-of-
court settlements for $3,000 each. 
The remaining eight violations 
have now been subpoenaed for 
full prosecution.

Please, please, please take 
this seriously. Make sure that you 
have removed illegally-obtained 
copyrighted material and also 
take action to remove or disable 
file sharing programs (such as 
LimeWire, BitTorrent, etc.). We 
have more information available 
to you at the CIT web site and we 
are always willing to help you at 
the CIT Help Desk.

–John Bucher
Center for Information Technology

To the Editors:

While I don’t believe your 
sta! reporters attended Friday’s 
lecture by Robert Flood of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, I’d 
like to brie"y address it and point 
out some things which I think are 
symptomatic of some economists’ 
approach to their #eld. Introduc-
ing his own presentation of a pa-
per towards a new assessment of 
international risk sharing, he told 
us an anecdote from the o$ces 
of the IMF. He said that lately at 
the o$ce people had been saying, 
“When something’s bad for the 
world, it’s good for the IMF.” He 
elaborated that his boss had been 
giddy because of the recent inter-
national food crisis, because “now 
we have something to do!” Several 
people in the room laughed, and 
Mr. Flood, containing laughter 
himself, admitted: “We’re not sup-
posed to laugh about this.” 

Well, if the IMF can #nd 
Schadenfreude in people starving, 
I’d argue that it might be the IMF 
which is bad for the world. Bad, 

Dear Ethical Obie,

I like meat, but I agreed with the argument that it is often 
not very sustainable and found myself unable to feel morally 
just when eating meat. I have noticed a source of meat that 
is in abundance and very local: squirrels. My friends say it is 
not only sick and wrong, but also unethical. I have done the 
research on how to snare, dispatch, and prepare squirrels, and 
feel that I should be able to do this. So I ask you; am I morally in 
the clear to trap and consume an Oberlin squirrel or two? 

I have always been hoping someone would ask me this.
Your desire to find a sustainable food source is com-

mendable, and there are certainly plenty of squirrels around. 
Add crows, pigeons and rabbits to your list and you could be 
a regular James Henry Atkinson in no time. If your personal 
morals will allow you to kill an animal for personal consump-
tion and you perform this task in as humane a manner as 
possible, this is an endeavor you could undertake.

However, this is not an activity you may undertake here 
at Oberlin. And it is a less philosophical code of ethics that 
decides this:

State laws regulate trapping and snaring, like all hunt-
ing. Trapping and snaring cannot be done on or by any path 
that humans or pets may trod for safety reasons. Some traps 
and snares incorporate projectiles, and none can distinguish 
a fox from a beagle. That rules out the Arb, Tappan Square 
and anywhere on campus.

In Ohio, squirrel hunting is legal, but only in specific 
areas and at specific times and it always requires a license. 
The season is open from September until January. You can 
bag six squirrels at a time, and trapping can only be done 
from a half hour before sunset until a half hour after sunrise. 
You must, of course, find a suitable location. If this is private 
property, you must carry written documentation of permis-
sion. More information can be found at www.dnr.state.oh.us/
portals/9/PDF/Pub085.pdf .

Even if you were allowed to snare squirrels in Tappan, 
would you? The albino squirrels are equally susceptible to 
getting caught in a trap, and they are a notable feature of 
Oberlin and a sign of good luck to many students. Making 
one into a hat would probably be distracting to your class-
mates. Also, if you did not perform the cleaning and care of 
the carcass correctly — it could be very unhygienic. Finally, 
no matter what your intentions or how carefully you explain 
them, there will probably be students (possibly hoards of 
them) who will express verbal, and even physical, opposition 
to your efforts.

If you really do want to revisit your hunter instincts, go 
to Stevenson, put some salami in a baggy, and leave it out 
somewhere in your room for a couple of days. Soon it will 
have sprouted and be running around and you can spend 
many a merry hour chasing that instead.  

Jay Nolan
The Ethical Obie 

The Ethical 
Obie

several years, neither one of 
us has encountered Harkness 
streakers, and therefore find it 
hard to believe that Harkness 
streakers are an essential part 
of Oberlin’s culture. 

Students need to realize 
that not all participants on 
campus tours are prospective 
students. It is not uncommon 
for family members, especially 
parents and younger siblings, 
to go on tours. Streaking of 
a tour could have traumatic 
effects on young children, such 
as the one that was on the 
tour in question. The girl was 
completely inconsolable and 
the parents were horrified. We 
both have younger siblings, as 
many of the streakers probably 
do as well, and we would be 
appalled if they had a similar 
experience to that of the little 
girl. Parents can have an influ-
ence on where their children 
choose to attend college. Their 
funds can be particularly cru-
cial to attendance at an insti-
tution as expensive as Oberlin. 
If our respective parents had 
this experience, they may not 
have supported our decision to 
attend Oberlin.

The choice to smoke pot 
in front of a prospective stu-
dent was not only a violation 
of College policies, but the 
law as well. Hosts sign a con-
tract agreeing to certain rules, 
among which includes abiding 
by the laws of Oberlin, OH and 
the United States. Hosts know 
that accepting the responsibil-
ity of caring for a prospective 
student requires some sacri-
fices from their normal rou-
tines. Even if the prospective 
student claimed to be comfort-
able with the situation, the 
host was still violating College 
policy, their contract and the 
law. Obviously, the host knew 
that he or she was participat-
ing in illegal activities, and thus 
should have been fully prepared 
to accept the consequences of 
his or her actions.

In both of these situa-
tions, only a few members of 

More Letters to the Editor
Students Disapprove of 
Recent Harkie Actions

Harkness were breaking the 
law or College policy. We are 
not attacking the institution of 
Harkness itself, but rather are 
critiquing the personal deci-
sions of certain members of the 
community. Because a co-op is 
a community, members must 
be prepared to accept respon-
sibility for the actions of their 
fellow community members. 
In these two cases, the deci-
sions reached by OSCA and the 
College were rather minor in 
comparison to the legal action 
that could have been taken 
against the offending parties. 
We hope things will change and 
that Harkness and OSCA will be 
reintroduced into the admis-
sions process, but for the time 
being, we recognize the neces-
sity of the actions taken by the 
College.

–Patrick Doherty
College first-year 
–Emily Hultman

College senior

IMF Lecture Lacks 
Human Touch

not because the bank didn’t have 
the potential to meet the needs of 
even its poorest member countries 
(now, with its loan portfolio so re-
duced, I don’t think it does), but 
because some of their economists 
do not seem to be able to sympa-
thize with those who are actually 
su!ering in the world. Mr. Flood’s 
talk was lacking a certain human-
ity, or to use a German word I’d like 
to see more use of in economics, 
Naechstenliebe.

–Benjamin Whatley
College senior

CIT Warns Students 
About File-Sharing

CLINTON JOINS MCCAIN IN SUPPORT OF UNTENABLE TAX CUT
Sam Jewler
Staff Writer

During a primary race in which pol-
icy differences between Barack Obama 
and Hillary Clinton are nearly uniden-
tifiable, even by the candidates them-
selves, every development that doesn’t 
involve an emotional appeal or an angry 
pastor is big news. Clinton provided such 
a development when she announced her 
support for John McCain’s proposal to 
drop the gasoline tax for the upcoming 
summer. Simply put, this is the most 
irresponsible and nearsighted instance 
of shameless pandering that I’ve seen in 
a long time. 

It is becoming blatantly obvious to 
anyone who’s not a hermit or a neo-con-
servative that the success of America’s 

future rests on the country gradually 
weaning itself from its gasoline addic-
tion. Our energy policy from this point 
on should be devoted to this purpose. 
In other words, the government needs 
to discourage excessive gasoline usage 
while using tax and subsidy incentives 
to manipulate energy industries toward 
clean energy sources such as solar and 
wind power. Apparently two of our three 
nominees for president, as well as most 
of our incumbent politicians, would 
prefer to rely on entanglements with 
the friendly governments of Venezuela 
and Saudi Arabia than on the sun and 
the wind. 

International affairs provide just 
one of many reasons why a gas tax 
break would be ridiculous. The federal 
excise tax we’re talking about cutting is 

a miniscule 18 cents per gallon. That’s 
a cute little critter next to gas taxes in 
Europe, which average around $4 per 
gallon. 

So individual drivers would save 
little — albeit truckers would save a sig-
nificant amount of money — as our fed-
eral deficit dug itself still further into 
the ground and the Saudi royal family 
stuffed its mattresses with dollar bills. 

Luckily, we can still choose Obama, 
who this week was able to stiff-arm 
his increasingly divisive former Pastor 
Wright while simultaneously staying 
on the moral and logical high ground 
in the gas tax rebate discussion. For all 
the people out there searching for more 
than an emotional reason to support 
Obama, there it is.  

But don’t listen to me; listen to 

New York mayor Michael Bloomberg 
talk about McCain and Clinton’s new 
plan: “It’s the dumbest thing I’ve heard 
in an awful long time from an economic 
point of view. I don’t understand why 
you think there’s any merit to it whatso-
ever. We’re trying to discourage people 
from driving and we’re trying to end our 
energy dependence. We don’t do that 
— oh, and incidentally, we’re trying to 
have more money to build infrastruc-
ture. All three of those things fly in the 
face of giving everybody $30 a year. 
The 30 bucks is not going to change 
anybody’s lifestyle. The billions of dol-
lars that we would otherwise have in 
tax revenues can make a big difference 
as to what kind of a world we leave our 
children.” 

’Nuff said.
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Bust a Move

Video Killed the Radio Star: Nao Bustamante, a video artist who also works in performance art, sculp-
ture and installation travelled from California to talk at the Cat last Thursday. Ma’ayan Plaut

Sarah Lipman 
Photo Editor

Music enthusiasts from all over the 
country will converge this weekend in 
Finney Chapel and the Cat and the Cream, 
due to expected rain, to experience the 
powerful and legendary vocals of musical 
heavyweight Odetta and popular folk art-
ists such as Anaïs Mitchell and Railroad 

Earth at Oberlin’s tenth annual Folk 

Fest. 

College senior Rebecca Derry, pres-

ident of the Folk Music Club — which 

is planning the event — said, “We have 

been getting the craziest e-mails. People 

want to know where campgrounds are, 

where is the nearest Motel 6 and if the 

event is appropriate for high school 

children.” To this Derry replied, “If they 

don’t like acoustic music, then no.” 

Senior co-organizer and club trea-

surer Margaret Youngberg chimed in, 

“We have been getting e-mails from 

everywhere — Michigan, Pennsylvania, 

Kentucky.” The club expects to draw a 

huge crowd this year as a result of what 

Youngberg refers to as an “awesome” 

line up.  

In selecting the artists, the club tries 

to balance many factors. Derry said, 

“We try to have all the major genres 

represented, such as bluegrass, singer-

songwriter and traditional.”  This year, 

organizers of Folk Fest have had no 

trouble recruiting artists. When asked 

how they got Odetta to perform, Derry 

said, “We just made an offer and she 

came.”

Oberlin musicians will also be 

showcased at the festival.  This year, 

there were 26 student performers who 

auditioned to play and only 12 were 

selected. “This is the highest ratio of 

people who applied to people we can 

accept since I have been working on the 

festival,” said Derry. 

One student who will perform, 

College senior Emily Hultman, said, 

“I am super excited to play. I have 

wanted to play since my first year here.” 

Hultman will be playing guitar and 

banjo — a new instrument for her. 

In addition to Oberlin student per-

formances, there will be three com-

munity performances by bands such as 

Soul PropRioters, which includes Dave 

Parsh, owner of Dave’s Army/Navy, and 

his two children. 

Co-ops will bring pizza to the 

Friday night show, and on Saturday, 

food will be provided by the Big 

Parade. But attendees are encouraged 

to bring picnics so they don’t have to 

leave and miss any of the acts. For 

more information about the festival and 
a complete schedule of events visit www.
oberlin.edu/folkfestival.
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A Priori: Barb Prior, who has a special interest in “mail art,” tries 
to clear away the clutter and !nd ways to make the art library 
more user-friendly for students. Sarah Lipman

Angel Lin
Staff Writer

Michael John LaChiusa’s 
musical Little Fish opens with a 
down in the dumps New Yorker 
named Charlotte trying to kick a 
nicotine addiction. As the air fills 
with construction noises, traf-
fic and Charlotte’s alarm clock, 
she drags herself out of bed and 
is immediately surrounded by a 
crowd of dancers encouraging 
her to have a puff in the opening 
number “Days.” 

Under the direction of 
College juniors Anna Strasser 
and Ian Axness, who also served 
as music director, this solipsis-
tic postmodern comedy, adapted 
from short stories in Deborah 
Eisenberg’s Transactions in a 
Foreign Country, converted to 
crisp theater last weekend in 

Wilder Main.  
“I think Anna had a very 

clear vision of the show from 
the outset,” said double-degree 
senior Courtney Merrell, who 
played Charlotte. 

Charlotte’s biggest flaw is 
her wishy-washiness, her inabil-
ity to act on an impulse, and 
this came through exquisitely 
onstage. Passive Charlotte gained 
lift and arch from Merrell’s sunny 
soprano and the audience con-
sequently invested in her char-
acter. College sophomore Josh 
Christian was also spot-on as 
Robert, Charlotte’s odious former 
English teacher and ex-lover who 
kept cropping up in her fantasies 
to taunt Charlotte: as she joined a 
gym, took up running and winged 
a fling with the sizzling John Paul, 

Little Fish Sings Out 

See Musical, page 14

Laurel Fuson
Staff Writer

Viewer-friendly and accessible, Oberlin’s art 
librarian, Barbara Prior, affectionately known 
as Barb, is much like the “mail art” she has been 
collecting for the library over the years. This art 
— from simple postcards to entire collections of 
mail art around which imagined countries have 
been created — was founded in the belief that art 
can be created by anyone. 

“You build this community; your friends 
send it to their friends…. It’s so pluralistic…. [It’s] 
every-person’s art,” said Prior.

While Prior is not necessarily a central figure 
on the Oberlin campus, she is the very mecha-
nism by which the art library runs. Her open, 
understanding perspective of art seems to be the 
impetus for much she does. According to Prior, 
the philosophies of mail art can be applied to art 
in general. 

“The goal of art is…we want multiple 
answers,” said Prior. “If you look at an object and 
there’s one answer, it’s awful art.”

As a person, Prior is relatable and entertain-
ing, breaking into conversation with numerous 
asides, telling stories about individual pieces of 
art and the people who made them. 

“I try to spend time out in the public space,” 
she said, adding, “I forget to whisper. I always 
talk so loud.”

It is easy to see her ideas as they are actu-
alized in the organization and structure of the 
library.

“I try to bridge the gap between art and 

people…by playing it down and making it fun and 
easy,” she explained. “I’m enthusiastic about a lot 
of things, but I’m very selective in my causes.”

“I’m kind of like a crusader — but don’t say 
that because they killed people,” she added.

According to Prior, the way art is presented 
is often intimidating for people who have little or 
no experience in the subject. She strives to help 
students feel at home in the art library by making 
sure they can navigate through its extensive col-
lection and dedicating large amounts of time to 
making online databases more easily searchable.

According to Prior, the online resources for 
finding books in the art library are not meet-
ing students’ needs. Items are included in the 
OBIS catalog, but the search engine does not 
include any visuals — which are important to art 
majors.

“This library is very heavily browsed,” she 
said, referring to the students’ tendency to simply 
rifle through books to find what they need.

In order to remedy this situation, Prior has 
created the “Art Image Collection” and searched 
extensively to find an accessible addition to OBIS. 
The Art Image Collection is a section of the art 
library devoted to books consisting primarily of 
visuals, with very little text.

As for her online endeavor — including an 
attempt to use web bookmarking site delicious.
com to point students in the right direction 
— “It’s still extremely clunky for what I need,” 
she said.

In addition, Prior spends time trying to pare 
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David Levin

Caribou is the recording moniker of Daniel Snaith, 
whose 2007 album Andorra is a chunk of summery ’60s 
psych-pop blended with elements of folktronic and break-
beat rhythms. On tour, Caribou is accompanied by live 
members. The group will be playing at the ’Sco tomorrow 
at 10 p.m. 

How do you go about making music?
I make it in a basic way. I use a program called 

Acid, which is like an introductory piece of soft-
ware, a multi-track sequencer, just to layer sounds 
on top of each other and arrange them. I basical-
ly have a bunch of crappy instruments, a couple 
kids’ keyboards and a Fender Rhodes. I recorded this 
whole album on one cheap condenser microphone. 
I don’t make it in a very electronic way. I use Acid 
as a conventional recording studio with the added 
bonus that it can loop things and change their pitch. 
There isn’t much in the way of electronic processing.  

What was the focus of your most recent record?
It was definitely composition, writing the music and 

the melody and harmony. In the past, the typical way of 
making tracks was starting with a drum loop or something 
else and improvising parts on top, recording one layer and 
then another and building it up vertically. This time, I real-
ized that planning out the arc of the song rather than letting 
things develop in a loop-based way would be more effective. 

Andorra has a really lovely aesthetic to it. How did that 
come about through the song writing process? 

The aesthetic was [fit] to the songs after they were writ-
ten. The sunshiny ’60s production sound follows from what 
the melody and harmony of the songs were. The composi-
tion came first.

What did you !nd appealing about this ’60s psychedelic 
aesthetic?

There are a couple things. It isn’t so much psychedelic 
as it is the really carefully arranged baroque pop that came 
before psychedelic like the Zombies with orchestral parts 
that are carefully planned out and arranged. It is the ambi-

tion of the production that makes a big world of sound 
rather than just recording a band with bass, guitar, drums, 
vocals. It’s something with more ambition than that which 
appeals to me. 

Do you have any classical training?
Piano is the only instrument I have ever really learned. 

I did kind of classical grades and then I got into jazz music 
and spent a lot of time learning jazz harmony and learning 
to improvise. I don’t do anything like that these days, but 
all that knowledge is there in the background. I don’t think 
about it consciously; it’s just there to rely on.

Where did you !nd the inspiration for the name Cari-
bou?

I wanted a name [that evoked ruralness] in the same 
way as Manitoba evoked ruralness, Canadianess and remote-
ness. I came up with the name while we were touring across 
Canada. We had a day off, and we came into the prairies in 
the middle of Canada. We stopped the van in a field and we 
all took acid and did some informal brainstorming and came 
up with the name.

Timothy Getz
Staff Writer

Last Thursday, Kazim Ali, 
who is in his first year as a profes-
sor of creative writing at Oberlin, 
published a collection of poems 
titled The Fortieth Day. Though 
it is being marketed as a collec-
tion of poems about different 
religions, Ali did not set out to 
write with a particular theme in 
mind. According to him, “some-
times the artist doesn’t actually 
see what they’re doing.”

Though Ali acknowledges 
the challenges challenges of writ-
ing about religious subject mat-
ter for a secular 
academic audi-
ence, he also clar-
ified that he does 
not write for one 
specific audience. 

Ali’s origi-
nal poetic inspi-
ration was the 
work of women of 
color like Lucille 
Clifton and Sonia Sanchez, who 
addressed issues of social mar-
ginalization in a contemporary 
vernacular. 

While much of Ali’s poet-
ry is not explicitly about social 
issues and politics, he believes in 
the potential power of his work. 
And while he continues to find 
new ways to be brave in poetic 
expression, Ali believes that the 
noblest exhibition of bravery is 
in our waking lives, confronting 
problems with a new approach.

One notable poem from 
The Fortieth Day, “Rope,” deals 
with Ali’s Muslim upbringing 
and relationship with his father. 
But he explicitly indicated to 
the Review that his poems aren’t 
about divulging personal truths 
and that a poem becomes some-
thing separate from its creator. 
“There is a movement of detach-
ment that’s very powerful for 
me,” he said. 

His poetry asks if we, as 
individuals, can ever really have 
a stable social identity, consid-
ering the diversity of our daily 
social interactions. Ali said, 
“It’s that idea of a core [com-

mon] reality that I contest in 
my poems. I’m not sure there is 
something to know or someone to 
know it.” 

Although Ali has received 
critical acclaim for his books, 
he is probably better known for 
“Poetry is Dangerous,” an essay 
recounting an incident at a col-
lege where he previously worked 
in which he was pegged a terror-
ist suspect due to his ethnicity. 

Ali was hesitant to gener-
alize about how his work has 
changed over time: “I’d need an 
objective reader to tell me,” he 
said. But he did indicate that the 
poems in The Fortieth Day are 

“shorter, more 
c o n t r o l l e d 
and smaller” 
in form and 
“much broad-
er, more ambi-
tious and ter-
rifying” in sub-
ject matter. 

Ali com-
pares his artis-

tic growth to a bind in Yoga, 
which he practices daily; as a 
person constricts one part of the 
body, it is easier to extend a limb. 
In The Fortieth Day, he aims to 
confront issues that he avoided 
in the past out of fear. 

Though Ali may not write 
for a particular market, he has 
found his own way of tapping 
into a larger marketplace using 
YouTube, where people can hear 
him read his latest poems. This 
simple setup has exposed his 
work to an international net-
work of viewers, gaining a hit 
count total on the website that 
already rivals half the total num-
ber of book sales since his first 
publication. 

“There’s nothing better than 
getting an e-mail from someone, 
somewhere who supports your 
work,” Ali said, referring to a 
recent message from a woman 
in China. He plans to tour the US 
during the summer and fall giv-
ing readings of The Fortieth Day. 
One of the first of these readings 
will be a book release party this 
coming Saturday at 1:30 p.m. in 
Mindfair Books.  

Professor Kazim Ali 
Publishes Poetry Book

Mysterious Ways

Monk Time: Through music, dance and art installations, the performance of Misterioso aims to dispell 
misconceptions about the jazz master.  The show will go on today and tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Hall Audi-
torium and is directed and choreographed by Artist-in-Residence Adenike Sharpley.           Ma’ayan Plaut

DAN SNAITH OF CARIBOU SITS DOWN FOR A SPELL

Josh Spiro
Arts Editor

The Roots’ Rising Down, 
which dropped April 29, is the 
convening of chaos and order 
in 15 songs. The group’s tenth 
release, and the follow-up to 
2006’s highly praised but com-
mercially unsuccessful Game 
Theory, is filled with bumping 
songs driven by the triumvi-
rate of ?uestlove’s drumming, 
Black Thought’s delivery and 
Kamal’s thick synthesizers 
that permeate the album. But 
topically, the songs are all 
over the board, name drop-
ping everyone from Michael 
Moore to Fela Kuti and deal-
ing with topics as varied as 
crime, job hunting difficulties 
and record label troubles.

Some of the more radio-
friendly songs on Rising Down 
were taken off of Game Theory 
after the album became a 
tribute to the late producer J 
Dilla, with whom some of the 

members of the Roots were 
close. The group’s efforts to 
make the album cohesive are 
also evident in the fact that 
they are releasing two songs 
separately from the US ver-
sion of the album: the unfor-
tunate “Birthday Girl” with 
Fall Out Boy’s Patrick Stump 
and the much stronger “The 
Grand Return.”

The album opens with 
“The Pow Wow,” a phone 
conversation from 1994 with 
a record company exec, and 
only expands the scope of its 
anger from there. The gist 
of the second track, “Rising 
Down,” is that the powers that 
be are screwing up and push-
ing the little people down and 
enough is enough: “Between 
the greenhouse gases and 
earth spinnin’ off its axis / 
got mother nature doin’ back 
flips; / the natural disasters 
it’s like 80 degrees in Alaska 
/ you in trouble if you not an 
Onassis. / It ain’t hard to tell 

that the conditions is dras-
tic.”

There are a number of brief 
tracks that would be skits on 
another album.  “@ 15,” which 
is a young Black Thought run-
ning his mouth double dutch 
style; the Radiohead-sound-
ing “Becoming Unwritten” 
and the seemingly uncon-
nected “Unwritten.” But the 
album’s standouts are “75 bars 
(Black’s Reconstruction),” 
with its Ultramagnetic MC’s-
like drum rolls; the ominous 
drug addiction ballad “I Can’t 
Help It” and the heavily ladled 
out synth funk of “Get Busy.”

Rising Down is likely to 
bring many fans back into the 
fold. Though Black Thought 
is a bit older and more bat-
tle worn, he is still repping 
Illadelphia, and those who 
check out the album to hear 
his rhymes will also hear con-
tributions from collaborators 
including Common, Mos Def, 
Talib Kweli and Saigon.

New Roots Album Rises to the Occasion   

‘It’s the idea of a core 

[common] reality 

that I contest in my 

poems.’

Kazim Ali
Professor of creative writing
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down the library’s impressive 
collection. In 2000, after three 
years of careful reading, she 
pulled 1,000 volumes. But new 
growth has made this change 
almost imperceptible.

“We’re at capacity now. 
We’ll be bulging at the seams in 

five years,” she said.
After adjusting to her job 

here at Oberlin, which she 
began in 1998, Prior realized 
that she had come to the right 
place.

“I thought, this is the kind 
of school I should have gone 
to. People are very open and 
thoughtful here,” she said, 

remarking on how well her 
artistic philosophies mesh with 
the Oberlin mentality, the best 
example of which is mail art.

“Oberlin has a lot of mail 
art happening, but it has basi-
cally just existed below the radar 
of public consciousness,” she 
said. “It’s perfect for Oberlin. 
Everyone’s an artist.”

Penelope Fisher
AMAM Student Docent

 
Of the works currently 

on display at the AMAM, 
Amedeo Modigliani’s Nude 
with Coral Necklace is per-
haps one of the more titillat-
ing. The 1917 painting’s bold 
eroticism is juxtaposed with 
the highly stylized linear 
quality of the figure, inviting 
the viewer to engage with the 
woman as both object and 
individual. The traditional 
subject matter and compo-
sition are inverted by the 
singular style of the artist.

Modigliani was born in 
Italy in 1884, but spent much 
of his artistic career in Paris, 
where he died in 1920. His life 
had many features typical of 
a Bohemian artist, including 
drug and alcohol addictions, 
torrid love affairs, chronic 
illness, a famous and talent-
ed circle of friends, as well 
as a young death. However, 
while his life may seem to fit 
into a stereotype, his work is 
unmistakably unique. 

The elongated facial 
features, lively use of color 
and the filled-in eyes of his 
subjects instantly identify 
them as the product of his 

hand. The piece at the Allen 
is a wonderful example of 
the sculptural quality of 
Modigliani’s work, and the 
strong lines defining the 
nude’s figure give her weight. 
She also showcases the high-
ly sensual nature of his oeu-
vre, with her peachy color, 
flirtatious smirk and wink, 
and of course, the highly 
sexualized composition. 

The tradition of the 
reclining female nude goes 
back at least several hun-
dred years and is not the 
overtly sexual aspect of the 
painting. Rather, it is the 
individuality and agency of 
the woman. This is evident 
in her confident gaze and 
the fact that she is shown 
with pubic hair, which at 
the time was considered 
scandalous for being too 
‘real.’ The previous conven-
tion for painting reclining 
nudes had typically depicted 
the women as sleeping god-
desses or some other equally 
innocuous ideal. Despite the 
stylized nature of the fig-
ure, the subject in Nude with 
Coral Necklace can still be 
viewed as an individual and 
not merely an object for the 
male gaze. 

played by College junior Rafael Martinez.
Charlotte’s friends Marco (College junior Sam Heldt) and Kathy 

(double-degree Sophomore Molly Netter) played auxiliaries who occa-
sionally stole the show. For example, in “I Ran,” Heldt sang a catchy 
musical number and pulled it off in full jog. Bubbly Kathy counterbal-
anced Charlotte’s malaise, yet conveyed enough nuance to support 
real struggles of her own, which Netter researched to better under-
stand. “I looked up information on breast cancer, read stories from 
real patients, decided where Kathy’s lump would be discovered and 
spent a lot of time trying to personalize Kathy’s dilemma: ‘If I myself 
were to somehow, someday up and disappear, what of me would be 
left behind to show that I’d been here?’” Netter said.

Rounding out the ensemble were the deliciously hellish Cinder, 
played by College junior Jill Murdoch; the Bodega Man who used to sell 
Charlotte her cigarettes with a side of sage advice, played by College 
sophomore Donnie Sheldon and “Young Girl,” played by College senior 
Emily Tinawi, who appeared in dream sequences as Anne Frank.

Charlotte’s changes in self-image and self-help philosophy can be 
easily tracked through the songs, “Flotsam,” “Poor Charlotte,” “Simple 
Charlotte” and finally “Little Fish,” the play’s titular and closing 
metaphor. Discussing the song’s affective power, Merrell related, “Sam 
Heldt sang ‘Little Fish’ to me for the first time, and I just sat there and 
cried through the whole thing. It had been one of those days and the 
beautiful sentiment of that song really meant something that day.”

“I think at Oberlin we’re such independent people,” Merrell con-
tinued. “We put so much stock in our individual accomplishments and 
we strive to be unique and unlike each other, that sometimes we lose 
sight of the value of a group — that we are fish swimming in schools 
is not an idea of conformity or uniformity, it’s about connecting to 
others without fear.”

Continued from page 12

M!"#$%& M'&(" M')%*+,-" 

Nude with Coral Necklace, Amedeo Modigliani 1917

Spotlight on the Collection

Continued from page 12

Barb Prior Keeps the Art Library in Order

Jonah Kaplan-Woolner
News Editor

A sextet of impeccable Taiko 
musicians electrified Finney last 
Saturday with pulsing Eastern 
percussion melded with Western 
melodies.

Kenny Endo, a Taiko com-
poser hailing from Hawaii, was 
once the Taiko instructor to 
Oberlin’s own Ikuko Kurasawa 
of the East Asian Studies depart-
ment. Endo led his ensemble 
through 13 high-energy pieces 
including traditional Japanese 
numbers dating back centuries, 
as well as more recent composi-
tions that blended such forms as 
funk, jazz and Afrobeat.

Taiko is a native Japanese 
music that grew out of the percus-
sion that accompanied shamisen 
and flute in Noh theater. Over the 
centuries, taiko drums grew from 
small shoulder drums to enor-
mous ones up to 5 feet, which is 
mounted on a wooden platform 
and played by two musicians at 
once. Today, Taiko is often found 
at Japanese cultural festivals and 
still shows its theatrical roots in 
the synchronized movements of 
the players as well as in the yelps 
and grunts reminiscent of Noh 
singing. 

Beside the traditional drums, 
Endo’s ensemble featured a vibra-
phone masterfully played by Eien 
Hunter, an African djembe han-
dled by Adam Toda and a koto, 
or Japanese 13-string harp played 
with versatility by Shoko Hikage. 
Hikage played a solo number on 
the koto called Tori No Yo Ni, 
Japanese for “like a bird.” The 
sound was at times percussive 

and piercing, at times rippling 
and airy as the title suggests. 

The visual array was almost 
as impressive as the music: add-
ing to the experience was a harp 
as long as a grand piano and 
wood-and-leather drums played 
so fast that the musicians’ arms 
became a blur. The ensemble 
wore hapi, or festival tunics 
emblazoned with Endo’s ink 
painting-style logo.

Of particular note was the 
piece “Symmetrical Soundscapes,” 
which featured all five of the 
younger members of the troupe, 
conducted by Endo, playing an 
improvised whirlwind of percus-
sion while circling around a nest 
of drums. Jazz-trained Kaoru 
Watanabe brought playful flair to 
this dizzying rhythmic number, 
which epitomized the intense 
and exciting energy of the night.

Drumming Up Applause: Lead by Kenny Endo, the six person Taiko en-
semble played Finney Chapel Saturday night at 8, adding instruments 
from other parts of the world into the mix. Ma’ayan Plaut

KENNY ENDO TAIKO ENSEMBLE 
PERFORMS

Georgia Wall Wins Prize for Her Art
Ashley Simpson
Staff Writers

College senior and studio 
art major Georgia Wall received 
unique recognition for her work: 
she was chosen as the Grand 
Award Winner in the Association 
for Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Ohio’s Award for 
Excellence in the Visual Arts this 
past Saturday.

The AICUO, which accord-
ing to their website emphasizes 
“a commitment to public service 
pervasive through Ohio’s inde-
pendent colleges and universi-
ties,” conducted the competi-
tion as a part of their attempt to 
acknowledge the “outstanding 
range… and maturity” of art-
ists from these institutions of 

higher education.
Selected from a group of 16 

semi-finalists — all seniors — 
representing independent uni-
versities throughout the state, 
Wall received the award after 
being nominated by Oberlin’s 
art department and submitting 
a portfolio of ten pieces, along 
with an artist’s statement. 

“I submitted work from my 
sophomore to senior year that 
basically includes installations, 
sculpture and, towards the end, 
performance work,” Wall said.

“Much of my work is cen-
tered around the idea of silencing 
of different peoples, most often 
women,” commented Wall in 
her artist’s statement, “and the 
importance of claiming a voice.”

As a result of the compe-

tition, these socially conscious 
pieces are now visible on 
AICUO’s website. Moreover, the 
Association will be purchasing 
one of Wall’s works and has 
already given her an award of 
$2,500.

“[I’ll] probably [give them 
a photograph] from one of the 
site-specific performances I 
did this spring, or even a photo 
from ‘Idle Hands,’ which I did 
in my junior year in Warner,” 
said Wall.

“It was a nice ending to my 
college career,” she concluded. 
“I was really grateful to my pro-
fessors for nominating and sup-
porting me [through the selec-
tion process].... I [hope to] find a 
way to be in the arts, and make 
work as well [in the future.]”
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Baseball 
Conference Overall

NCAC East

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Wooster 14 2 .875 31 7 .816

  Kenyon 8 8 .500 19 16 .543

  Allegheny 8 8 .500 15 16 .484

  Hiram 5 11 .312 10 20 .333

  Oberlin 5 11 .312 10 24 .294

NCAC West

  Denison 12 4 .750 24 15 .615

  Ohio Wesleyan 10 6 .625 24 13 .649

  Wabash 9 7 .562 20 19 .543

  Wittenberg 7 9 .738 17 17 .500

  Earlham 2 14 .125 13 27 .325

Men’s Lacrosse
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Denison 4 0 1.000 11 2 .846

  Ohio Wesleyan 3 1 .750 9 5 .643

  Kenyon 2 1 .667 9 2 .818

  Wittenberg 2 3 .400 6 6 .500

  Wooster 1 3 .250 9 3 .750

  Oberlin 0 4 .000 1 8 .111

Standings
Softball (Final)

Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Allegheny 11 3 .786 23 13 .639

  Ohio Wesleyan 10 4 .714 17 17 .500

  Hiram 8 6 .571 14 18 .438

  Denison 6 6 .500 20 10 .667

  Wittenberg 7 7 .500 23 13 .639

  Kenyon 7 7 .500 15 15 .500

  Wooster 5 9 .357 15 19 .441

  Oberlin 0 12 .000 1 28 .034

Women’s Lacrosse (Final)
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Ohio Wesleyan 5 1 .833 8 4 .667

  Wooster 4 2 .667 9 5 .643

  Denison 4 2 .667 6 8 .429

  Allegheny 4 2 .667 6 8 .429

  Kenyon 3 3 .500 9 5 .643

  Wittenberg 1 5 .167 6 7 .462

  Oberlin 0 6 .000 3 1 .214

Men’s Tennis (Final)
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Kenyon 6 0 1.000 23 1 .958

  Denison 6 1 .857 14 7 .667

  Allegheny 4 2 .667 15 7 .682

  Wabash 4 2 .667 11 14 .440

  Wooster 2 5 .286 8 14 .364

  Oberlin 3 3 .500 8 10 .444

  Wittenberg 2 7 .222 5 11 .313

  Ohio Wesleyan 2 6 .250 7 14 .333

Women’s Tennis (Final)
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

  Denison 6 0 1.000 17 3 .850

  Kenyon 6 1 .833 15 5 .750

  Oberlin 4 3 .571 6 13 .316

  Allegheny 4 2 .667 14 10 .583

  Ohio Wesleyan 2 6 .250 8 11 .421

  Wittenberg 3 4 .429 10 7 .588

  Earlham 0 3 .000 8 5 .615

  Wooster 0 6 .000 0 16 .000

Information courtesy of northcoast.org

Saturday, May 3
Golf at NCAC Championships (Denison), 9 a.m.

Baseball at NCAC Playoffs, TBA
Women’s lacrosse at NCAC Championships, TBA

Men’s lacrosse at Washington & Jefferson, 1:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 4
Golf at NCAC Championships (Denison), 9 a.m.

Thursday, May 8
Baseball at NCAC Championship Series

Friday, May 9
Baseball at NCAC Championship Series

Saturday, May 10
Men’s lacrosse Alumni Game, 2 p.m.

On Deck

Avi Miner’s story is a real-
life example of a young boy who 
has grown to be quite the bowl-
ing man. The junior has been on 
the intercollegiate bowling team 
for three years and just recently 
finished his first year as captain. 
This week, Avi talks about bowl-
ing and how it changed his life.

Moose: One of the most 
important parts of bowling is 
the ball. Does your ball have 
a name? 
Avi: Actually, I have not named 
my ball. It is a Wizard, but I have 
been pressured to name it, but I 
have not. Without a name, the 
ball has a personality that does 
not get tied down by names.

M: What is your favorite oil 
pattern on a lane, and how 
does it affect your bowling?
A: Well, last week we bowled on 
the Shark pattern and I bowled 
really well. Every pattern breaks 
down as more people bowl on it. 
With the Shark pattern, I become 
very comfortable once the pat-
tern gets broken down. I ulti-
mately believe that you should 
just bowl what God has laid on 
the lane and adjust accordingly.
M: Who is the greatest bowler 

of all time?
A: The Dude. He encompasses 
the attitude that all bowlers — no 
matter how good — should have. 
The attitude is that bowling is not 
just a game; it’s just bowling.

M: Are you afraid that your 
bowling habits will lead to 
obesity?
A: No, sir, I am not. We go all 
over the place to bowl other col-
leges, and you really get to see 
an array of body types. However, 
I do notice the weight issues, 
and it really inspires me not to 
become like that.

M: How has bowling made you 
a better person?
A: Bowling is a game that 
requires a lot of mental disci-
pline. It has taught me to put 
my mind to a certain task in a 
certain way and ignore all oth-
ers, thoughts and people. All 
of these transfer to life. It has 
really helped me with customer 
service, because I can tell myself 
I like someone.

M: Today, there are a lot of 
issues with substances and 
sports. Does bowling have a 
substance problem?

A: My drinking team has a bowl-
ing problem — that’s the old 
adage. Some people think that 
drinking to a certain threshold 
makes you a better bowler. 

M: Describe how your coach, 
Tom Reid, has affected your 
life.
A: Where do I even begin to 
describe Tom Reid’s influence? 
If you had told me my senior 
year of high school that I would 
be the captain of a sports team, 
I would have laughed. Tom Reid 
changed all of that, and now, 
here I am.

M: One important aspect of 
bowling is being focused on 
the approach. What do you 
usually think about?
A: Ideally, I think about nothing. 
My subconscious is a much bet-
ter bowler than my conscious. 
However, I am not perfect and 
sometimes think of things. The 
real important things are the 
things I don’t think. I don’t 
think about my previous shots 
or anything around that can be 
really distracting. 

M: Fred Flintstone, one of the 
oldest bowling legends, did 

not have the oil we have today. 
What do you think they used 
to lube the lanes back in Fred’s 
day?
A: Well, bowling was started by 
the ancient Egyptians. Based on 
their and other ancient societies, 
I believe the lanes were lubri-
cated with the blood of the inno-
cent. Things such as the sacrifice 
of Vestal Virgins probably start-
ed the matches and they used 
the blood to lube up the lanes.

M: Well, it’s time for this week’s 
final question. This week’s 
“PBR’s first annual streak and 

drink senior week extragan-
za question” is: Who would 
you rather bowl with — Fred 
Flintstone on modern lanes or 
the Dude on lanes lubed with 
blood?
A: I would have to go with the 
Dude because then we can hang 
out together afterwards. He 
inspires me a lot more than Fred 
Flintstone. Plus, I would like to 
bowl back then and see what the 
back end is like. 

Interview by Moose Terry
Photo courtesy of Avi Miner

IN THE LOCKER ROOM Avi Miner

Avi Miner

this nation, and they became a part of it. 
At that moment, these athletes must have 

realized that they were signing an unwritten con-
tract to be as close to perfect as possible — and 
they must now comprehend how deep the pain 
of their mistakes run within the veins of their 
country. 

On the other hand, as fans, we could deter-
mine that we are too critical. The average viewer 
certainly cannot perform at the same level as pro-
fessional athletes, and, thus, has no right to judge 
how such difficult competition can influence a 
person’s life on and off the field. 

We cannot say that we would be more 

upstanding off the field or more victorious on it, 
since we’ve never been in that aforementioned 
position. After all, athletes are no less prone to 
devastating life occurrences like death, marital 
squabbles and drug abuse. They also face all the 
added pressure of staying cool and collected in the 
limelight, maintaining their jobs while someone 
better is always coming along to dethrone them. 

Therefore, it is the public’s role to deter-
mine whether these characters are simply too 
ungrateful of their social status or whether we 
are too blind to see the very human pressures that 
athletes face. It is our duty to view these profes-
sional sports players’ downfalls with a critical eye, 
but simultaneously recall that we may not have 
handled the disgrace any more elegantly. 

Sports Talk
Athletes Put Under the Microscope
Continued from page 16
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Professional athletes are 
people too. Well, sort of. 

They may not be infal-
lible, but these public figures 
are also heroes and role mod-
els for the next generation of 
sports superstars, as well as 
representatives of the place 
for which they perform — 
for example, the New York 
Yankees have the added duty 
of portraying New York City 
in the best possible light. 

On the field, they are 
expected to win. Yet, regard-
less of their performances, 
pros must hide emotion by 
showing good sportsmanship 
and always smiling for the 
crowd. 

Athletes must be just as 
calm and collected behind 
the scenes. Millions look up 
to them, so they are not for-
given for past mistakes like 
the average person is. 

So, in light of incidents 
like Marion Jones’ drug usage 
and, most recently, Roger 
Clemens’ accused infidelity, 
one must wonder whether 
society expects too much 
from these larger-than-life 
Americans or, rather, if they 
are just letting us down. 

Surely such pros recog-
nized that with their new-
found fame and national 
coverage, they would become 
household names idolized by 
youth. They must have known 
that they would be a symbol 
of hope for the thousands of 
fanatics who were otherwise 
down on their luck. Sports 
are an escapist pastime in 

Travers

WITH

Superstars
Scrutinized
By Amanda Travers

Sports Opinion

Alicia Smith

The women’s lacrosse team wrapped up its sea-
son last week when it traveled to Springfield, OH to 
take on league opponent Wittenberg University. 

The Yeowomen battled hard, but fell to the Tigers 
8-19. Oberlin trailed 2-13 at halftime, but played a 
close second half as each team scored six goals during 
the second 30 minutes of regulation. 

Sophomore Scarlett Prati was certainly not demor-
alized from the loss. She said, “Although it was sad to 
have to play our last game away and then lose, it wasn’t 
all bad. At the end of the game, one of the refs made a 
comment that we were the most positive team she’s 
ever seen. Even though we were slow to get started, we 
didn’t give up and played a strong second half.”

Sophomore Caroline Walsh led in scoring, finish-
ing three shots in the match-up. First-year Taylor 
Fey and Prati had two goals each. Fey and Prati led 
the team in scoring this season with 57 and 41 goals, 

respectively. Junior Maggie Casey also scored a goal. 
Casey finished with 14 goals in her first lacrosse sea-
son ever. 

Both seniors for the Yeowomen had strong final 
seasons in the Oberlin uniform. Despite Beth Gula suf-
fering a season-ending ACL injury that resulted in her 
having to sit out of two games, she still managed to be 
the fourth-leading scorer for the squad and provided a 
strong sense of senior leadership for the team. 

Kaitlin Barrer, the second half of the dynamic 
senior duo, provided important veteran experience on 
the field. She ended up being third on the leader board 
for goals and assists on the team, and led the team in 
saves with 70.

The tenacious nature of this year’s squad was 
reflected in the frequency of turnovers that the 
Yeowomen caused for their opponents, and will help 
the Yeowomen beat more teams next year. Three 
Yeowomen appear on the league list for most caused 
turnovers per game. Junior Kira Rivera is number one 

on the list, followed by Fey at the number two spot 
and Prati at number five.

The Yeowomen are looking to the future as they 
hope to improve on their 3-11 record. “I look forward 
to getting stronger as a team, knowing that we have a 
few new freshmen coming in, including a goalie. Also, 
several of our players that were new this year will have 
had a whole season under their belt. I expect to win 
more,” Pratti said. 

Sophomore Maddie Fierstein expessed similar 
sentiments: “I look forward to having as much fun as 
we had as a team this year, winning a couple more 
games and enjoying playing a sport I really love.” 

Although it will suffer a significant loss from the 
graduation of Barrer and Gula, the team has great 
promise for next season and has the potential to do 
big things in the league in the 2009 campaign. Despite 
being in her first season, Fey led the North Coast 
Athletic Conference in draw controls per game and 
was second in goals per game. 

Prowling Tigers Wound Yeowomen in Last Game

Jordan Jancosek

The Oberlin women’s soft-
ball team ended its season 
as it took down Franciscan 
University on Tuesday, April 
29 in a doubleheader. 

The team won the first 
game 9-6 as junior Michelle 
Zanni pitched for seven 
innings, allowing eight hits and 
six runs. Sophomore Jennifer 
Sees followed Zanni’s perfor-
mance, walking away with a 
win. Sees allowed 11 hits and 
five runs as the Yeowomen 
won that match-up 12-5.

Sees was content with her 
performance during the game. 
“I thought I pitched very well 
the second game,” Sees said. 
“I hit my spot and struck out 
three batters with no walks. 

It’s great pitching when you 
know that your team is there 
behind you offensively and 
defensively.” Sees also finished 
the game with two runs, three 
hits and one RBI. 

Head Coach Adrienne 
Davis was extremely happy 
with the team’s overall effort 
as well. “In this doublehead-
er, everyone stepped up huge 
for us. The team has never 
worked so well together,” Davis 
said. “Everything just clicked 
— we strung together a lot of 
nice hits to produce runs, and 
our defense was flawless and 
impressive. It was also nice to 
see Zanni and Sees each pick 
up a victory.” 

Other notable players from 
the doubleheader included 
sophomore Julia Chauvin, who 

tallied three RBIs, and fellow 
sophomore Sophie Schacht, 
who had three hits and three 
runs for the Yeowomen.

On April 27, the Yeowomen 
faced Denison in their 
final North Coast Athletic 
Conference game of the sea-
son. Oberlin lost 0-7 in the 
first game of the doubleheader 
and 0-8 in the second game. 

Zanni pitched for seven 
innings in the first game, 
giving up ten hits and seven 
runs.

“The losses to Denison 
were tough, but we never gave 
up,” Zanni said. “I thought I 
played all right, but could have 
had a better day at the plate. 
It’s been a tough year, and 
we’re a young team, and while 
we’re definitely improved from 

last year, I think the last step 
we need to accomplish is pull-
ing everything together.”

In the second game, Sees 
was on the mound, giving up 
15 hits and eight runs. The 
Yeowomen had five hits that 
game, although they didn’t 
add up to put points on the 
board. 

Despite the loss to 
Denison, Davis was not dis-
appointed. “I really can’t say 
enough about the team,” Davis 
said. “They worked so hard all 
season long. Through ups and 
downs — they worked through 
it all and proved to be the best 
team in the history of the pro-
gram. I am so excited to see 
them all back next season to 
see what more great they’ll do. 
Their hits are awesome.”

Softball Sweeps Battling Barons

Sergio Sanchez

The Oberlin varsity base-
ball team has an 11-24 record 
for the season; yet the team has 
continuously improved, and 
most importantly, its members 
have grown together as a team.

According to Head Coach 
Eric Lahetta, “We had high 
hopes coming into the season. 
Nobody wants to make the 
NCAC baseball playoffs as much 
as our team does. Our team has 
worked as hard as anybody in 
order to get there. But I give 
our guys a lot of credit — even 
after being eliminated from the 

playoff hunt, they have gone 
out and played hard and won 
some very exciting games.”

This philosophy is one of 
complete optimism. Though 
the team’s record is not the 
best, its members’ will to fight 
is inspiring. Just this past 
Tuesday, the Yeomen exempli-
fied their impressive enthu-
siasm when they beat John 
Carroll University 12-11.

One must also realize the 
expansive growth this team has 
had in just one year. Just last 
year the team had a total of 15 
players on the roster, and now 
it has a total of 22, 12 of whom 

are first-year students. 
With such expansion 

evident and with so many 
newcomers, one may wonder 
about the team chemistry. 

When asked ,  Coach 
Lahetta said , “ The team 
chemistry is pretty strong. 
We are the closest thing to a 
fraternity on campus. I truly 
believe that the chemistry 
factor is a result of our vet-
erans and how they welcome 
the younger players. They 
don’t see them as competi-
tion for playing time, but a 
key piece to making the pro-
gram more successful.”

This can be seen in the 
camaraderie displayed out on 
the field during the Yeomen’s 
games. 

With a great philosophy 
and a team that “clicks” well 
together, the Yeomen have 
found their biggest challenge 
elsewhere. “The toughest part 
of the season has been our 
defense. We have to make the 
routine play and have to mini-
mize the extra opportunities 
that we give the opponent,” 
said Lahetta. “It’s just part 
of being such a young and 
inexperienced team. We have 
started as many as seven or 
eight first-year players for the 
majority of the year.”

Despite the team’s youth, 
the upshot is that with more 
time and matches comes more 
experience. Lahetta said, “A 
lot of guys have gotten a lot 
of game experience, so it only 
helps for the future. We could 
really be a team to reckon with 
over the next couple years.” 

When one reflects on how 
young this baseball team real-
ly is, it is clear that many great 
things can be expected from 
them in the year to come.

First-years Step Up to Plate

See Athletes, page 15

Swinging for the Fences:  First-year Benjamin Master is one of 12 !rst-years that have lifted the Yeomen to a 
great season.  Master has been a consistent starter for the team.                                                                   Zenith Richards


