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Oberlin’s Weltzheimer-Johnson House sponsors historic preservation lectures

OBERLIN-The Weltzheimer-Johnson House at Oberlin College is sponsoring two historic preservation lectures, Saturday, March 24 and April 14, both at 2:00 PM at the Oberlin Public Library (OPL), to raise community awareness of the importance of the modernism in the architecture of Oberlin and greater NE Ohio. The W-J House stands as a landmark of modernist architecture and is now an historic house museum open to the public for tours and special programs.  As part of the public educational programming at the W-J House, docents are interested in cataloguing and researching homes and buildings in the region that reflect the modernist styles of which Frank Lloyd Wright was a leader. The OPL is located at 65 S. Main Street.

“We hope these programs will be the beginning of a vital community dialogue of learning and appreciation for the buildings of our lifetime and the people who built them” says Palli Davis Holubar, coordinator of docents and programming for the House.  

On Saturday, March 24, the speaker will be Marilyn Fedelchak Harley, architectural historian and Coordinator of the Lorain County Preservation Network. She will present a program entitled: “Is it Historic or Just Old?”. The illustrated lecture will contrast the stylistic characteristics of modernist architecture and 19th century historic styles that continue today. Because not all buildings sixty years or older are “modernist”, her lecture is an important basis for understanding 20th century buildings. Fedelchak Harley has been instrumental in the development of the historic preservation movement in Lorain County and will be available to consult with residents about specific buildings and describe the Lorain County Commissioners initiative to designate Historic Lorain County Landmarks now available to property owners.

Participants are invited to bring photographs and information about homes as well as other buildings built between 1935 and 1957 to aid in the discussion and contribute to a visual record to document modernist architecture in the region. Docents from the Weltzheimer-Johnson House are sponsoring the event and will be on hand to scan photos, catalog information and talk with people.  Records from the OHIO historic sites will be available to consult. The Weltzheimer-Johnson House will be open from 3:30-5:00 PM for public tours.  

The second talk on April 14 is entitled “Recently Historic” presented by Sara Hobbs from the Cleveland Restoration Society. She will discuss modernist architecture in the larger NE Ohio community and two important buildings now in danger of being destroyed.  “We think it is important to place this little town Frank Lloyd Wright house in a greater context.  We think it is important to ask the question: what new modernist buildings could the Weltzheimers have seen in Cleveland, the nearest large city?” says Davis Holubar. 

For a press kit, please visit: http://www.oberlin.edu/amam/press.html
The Weltzheimer-Johnson House at Oberlin College is open for public tours on the first and third Sundays of each month or by special appointment. Admission is  $5 per person. The W-J House is located at 534 Morgan Street in Oberlin, Ohio.  Parking is designated on the south side of the road and the entrance to the visitor walkway is at the sign on the north side of the street.  Handicapped parking is available at the house from Woodhaven Circle.  Contact the Weltzheimer-Johnson House at wjhouse@oberlin.net or telephone 440-775-5999.
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