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Venturi at Oberlin for 30th Anniversary of museum
Oberlin, OH – This year marks the 30th anniversary of the completion of the Allen Memorial Art Museum ‘s (AMAM) Ellen Johnson Gallery and Art Building addition designed by Venturi and Rauch (now Venturi, Scott Brown and Associates). On Saturday, March 10, architects Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown will join former AMAM director and art department chair Dr. Richard Spear in recollections of the 1977 addition. Frederick Fisher (OC 1971) of Frederick Fisher and Partners in Los Angeles will also talk about the impact the building had on his career. The program will begin at 10:00 am in the Sculpture Court of the Allen Memorial Art Museum. This conference has been organized with support from the Clarence Ward Lectureship in Architecture.

The Venturi addition to the original 1917 Cass Gilbert building is a significant mature work in the career of one of America’s leading architectural firms. It is also among the earliest and finest examples of postmodern architecture in the country.

Also on view is a related exhibition, Between “Plain and Fancy”: Venturi at Oberlin. The exhibition includes drawings by Robert Venturi and by Cass Gilbert, along with several whimsical drawings outlining Claes Oldenburg's concept for an addition. The drawings on view by Venturi highlight several critical "breakthrough" moments in the process. 

Venturi’s challenge was formidable: how does one attach a dynamic and contemporary building to Gilbert’s delicate Renaissance palazzo?  Venturi chose elements of Gilbert’s ornamental scheme and abstracted them in the checkerboard pattern of the façade and the architectural symbolism of the so-called “Ironic” column of the east side. The result is an enduring architectural landmark that at once respects and challenges the original museum building, while reflecting Venturi’s appreciation for the mundane vernacular of a small Midwestern town.  As Venturi himself has written, his building for Oberlin is a “play between contrasting and analogous harmonies and between plain and fancy.” This exhibition has been organized by Joshua Castaño (OC ’07) and is on view through June 30, 2007.

For more information and images, please visit: http://www.oberlin.edu/amam/press.html.

The Allen Memorial Art Museum is open to the public. Admission is free. Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. The museum is closed Mondays and major holidays. Free educational or group guided tours may be arranged by calling the museum’s Education Office at (440) 775-8671.
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