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Community Events at Oberlin’s Frank Lloyd Wright House

OBERLIN- Oberlin’s College’s Frank Lloyd Wright House has scheduled two free community events for this spring. Thursday, March 22 at 2 PM the Weltzheimer-Johnson House docents are hosting the first Margaret Weltzheimer Open Book Discussion Group in the living room of the Frank Lloyd Wright house. On Saturday, March 31, 12 PM to 3 PM, in partnership with the Allen Memorial Art Museum (AMAM), there will be a grand Community Day at the House to celebrate the anniversary of the day the Weltzheimer family moved into their, still unfinished, new home.

The Margaret Weltzheimer Book Group has selected The Most Beautiful House In the World  by Witold Rybczynski as their first book. The author contemplates the nature of our home environments and how interiors and furnishings bring comfort to our daily lives.  The book will serve as a springboard to the wider conversation about the idea of “home”, community and the significance of our shared architectural environment. “We hope that March 22 will be one of those glorious sun-filled days that makes our living room the most delightful place in town!”  remarks Leslie Miller, the leader for the discussion. The event is free and open to the public but advance registration is suggested.  Contact Palli Davis Holubar at wjhouse@Oberlin.net or telephone 440-775-5999.  The Oberlin Public Library has copies of the book available to borrow and Mindfair has paperback copies for purchase.   

On Saturday, March 31, 12 PM to 3 PM, there will be a grand Community Day at the Wright House, (also known as the Weltzheimer-Johnson House for its previous owners) to celebrate the anniversary of the day the Weltzheimer family moved into their, still unfinished, new home. “Anyone who has ever built or moved into a new house or apartment will remember the exhilaration parents, Charles and Margaret, and children Harold, Mary Ann, Gretchen and even baby Kristin must have felt on that important day, April 1, 1949” says Davis Holubar.  

The celebration will include active play and educational activities for people of all ages: croquet and relay races on the large lawn in front of the house and individual sketching views of the house. Docents will introduce learning games for families to learn about the house together and there will be a contest to see who can correctly guess the number of wooden balls around the roof. Important children’s books from the 1940-50’s period will be read aloud in one of the bedrooms. A special feature will be an origami workshop, led by artist Erik Hinnov. He has invented a new folded form inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright’s design and will teach the basic skills necessary to make this unique souvenir of the first Weltzheimer Moving In Day celebration. Come join the festivities! 

For a press kit, please visit: http://www.oberlin.edu/amam/press.html
The Weltzheimer-Johnson House at Oberlin College is open for public tours on the first and third Sundays of each month or by special appointment. Admission is  $5 per person. The W-J House is located at 534 Morgan Street in Oberlin, Ohio.  Parking is designated on the south side of the road and the entrance to the visitor walkway is at the sign on the north side of the street.  Handicapped parking is available at the house from Woodhaven Circle.  Contact the Weltzheimer-Johnson House at wjhouse@oberlin.net or telephone 440-775-5999.
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